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ADVERTISEMENT: 


the Author's own \ Words, is is a perfett 


Opinion of the —_ Writer of the Chara#e- 
riſtics, that Morality could long ſupport it- 
ſelf, or have even a real exiſtence, without a 
reference to the Deity. Hence it is that the 
frft. Epiſtle regards Man with reſpect to the 
Lord and Governor of the univerſe; as the e 
cond, with reſpect to himſelf , the third, to Sol 
ciexy; and the fourth to e Er Havin g 
therefore formed and finiſhed in this 
View, he was much morti ied us he 
found it conſidered in any other; or as a part 
and introduction only to a larger work.” As 
appears from the concluſion of Nis ſecond Dia- 


logue, intitled 1738, where he makes his 1 im- 


pertinent adviſer ſay, 


Alas] alas! pray end BID you 7 
1 write next winter, more Eſays on Man, 


. 


5 HE ESSAY ON MAN, to uſe 


| Hen of Ethics ; in Renten nition 
he included Religion: For he was far from that 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


which, a MS. note of his thus ex plains, 

2 The Author undoubtedly meant 11 as 4 
« Sarcaſm on the ignorance of thoſe friends 
* of his, who were daily peſtering him for 
more Eſſays. on Man, as not ſeeing that the 
„four Epiſtles he had publiſhed entirely com- 
e pleted that Subject.“ But it muſt be 


tinued demand for his Z ay, ſufficiently feed | 
itſelf from this imputation of wrong Judgment. 
And how great and continued that demand has 
been, appears from the vaſt variety of pirated 
and imperfe& Editions, continually obtruded 
on the world, ever ſince the firſt publication of 
the Poem ; and which no repeated proſecuti- 
ons of the Offenders have been able yk to 


reſtrain, 


Theſe were  the,confiderations which: have 
now induced the Proprietor to give one per- 
fect Edition of the Eſſay on Man, from Mr. 
Pope's laſt corrections and improvements; that 
the Public may from henceforth be ſupplied 
with this Poem alone, in a manner ſuitable to 
its dignity, and to the honeſt intention ou its 
_ Author. 


Concerning the Unt IVERSALPRAYE R, 
which concludes the Eſſay, it may be proper to 
obſerve that ſome pallage es in the £/ay having 


"ADVERTISEMENT. 'v 
been unjuſtly ſuſpected of a tendency towards 
Fate and Naturaliſm, the Author compoſed 
that Prayer as the Sum of all, to ſhew that 
his Syſtem was founded in Free- will and ter- 
minated in Piety: That the firſt Cauſe was 
as well the Lord and Governor as the Creator 
of the Univerſe ; and that by Submiſſion to 
his Will (the great principle inforced throughout 
the Eſſay) was not meant the ſuffering ourſelves 
to be carried along with a blind determination 
but a religious acquieſcence, and confidence 
full of hope and immortality. To give all 
this the greater weight and reality, the Poet 
choſe for his model the LO R D's PR AVE R, 
which of all others beſt deſerves the title pre- 
fixed to his Paraphraſe. 


The Reader will excuſe my adding a word 
concerning the Frontiſpiece; which, as it was 
deſigned and drawn by Mr. Pope himſelf; would 
be a kind of curioſity had not the excellence 
of the thought otherwiſe recommended it. We 
ſce it repreſents the Vanity of human Glory, 
in the falſe purſuits after Happineſs : Where 
the Ridicule, in the Curtain-cobweb, the 
Death's-head crown'd with laurel, and the ſe- 
veral Inſcriptions, have all the force and beau- 

of one of his beſt wrote Satires : Nor is 
there leſs expreſſion in the bearded-Philoſopher 
ficting by a fountain running to walte, and 


} 


vi ADVERTISEMENT, 


Moving ng up bubbles with a ſtraw, from a ſmall 

water taken out of it, in a dirty | 

i; LO repreſenting the vain buſineſs © 
of School-Philoſophy, that, with a little arti- 

ficial logic, fits inventing airy arguments in 

ſupport of falſe ſcience, while the human Un- 

derſtanding at large is ſuffered to lie waſte 

and uncultivated. 
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þ UT. H O R 


OF THE 


ESSAY on MAN. 


\ HEN Love's * great Goddeſs, anxious for 
her Son, 

Beheld him wand'ring on a Coaft unknown, 

A Huntreſs in the Wood ſhe feign'd to ſtray, | 

To cheer his drooping Mind, and point his Way. 

But Venus' Charms no borrow'd Form could hide; 

He knew, and worſhip'd his CELEsTIAL GuiDE. 


Thus vainly, Pop, unſeen You would diſpenſe 
Your ed Syſtem of Benevolence; 
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ivine 
could 


* 
„ 


Pp. 
SERVE, 
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in vain, 


could flow. 
Applauſe, which juſtl 
You only can Dx 


From whence ſuch Truths could ſpring, ſuch Line 
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That Praiſe to God, and Peace to Men belong. 


Conceal'd 
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San 


ESSAY on. MA 


Es, Friend thou art conceal'd ; Conceal'd ? 
but how ? 
Ever the Brighteſt, more Refulgent now, wt 
By thy own Luſtre hid! each nervous Line, 
Each melting Verſe, each Syllable is thine, 
But ſuch Philoſophy, ſuch Reaſon ſtrong, * 
Has never yet adorn'd thy lofty ſt ſonng. 
Do'ſt thou, Satyric, Vice and Folly brand, 8 
| Intent to purge the Town, the Court, the Land'? 
Wy Is thy deſign to make men gogd. and wiſe, 
| Expoſing the deformity of Vice? + 
Do'ſt thou thy Wit at once and Courage ſhow, 
Strike hard, and bravely vindicate the blow? 
Do'ſt thou delineate God, or trace out Man, 
The vaſt Immenſity, or mortal Span? 


b 


8 
lr 
4 


idaho it ith AREA as 


L 1 
Thy Hand is known ; nor needs thy Work a Name,. 
The Poem loudly muſt the Pen proclaim, | 
F fee-my Friend! O facred Poet hail | 
The brightneſs of thy Face defeats the Veil. 
Write thou, and let the World the Writing view» 
The World will know and will pronounce it You, 
Dark in thy Groye, or in thy Cloſet fit | 
We ſee thy Wiſdom, Harmony, and Wit; 
Forth breaks the blaze aſtoniſhing our ſight, 
Enſhrin'd in Clouds, we ſee, we ſee thee write. 
So the ſweet Warbler of the | pring, alone, 
Sings darkling, but unſeen her Note is known; 
ov the Lark, inhabiting the Skies, 
unconceal'd, tho? wo from mortal eyes. 
J. R. 
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ESSAY « on „MAN 


f A when ſome Student firſt with cute eye, 


Thro* Nature's wohd'rous Frame attempts to 
PTY ; G 
His doubtful Reaſon ſeeming Faults ſurpriſe, 
He aſks if This be juſt, if That be wiſe ? 


Storms, Tempeſts, Earthquakes, Virtue in Diſtreſs, 


r 


pe... 
Till thinking on, unclouded by degrees, 

His Mind he opens, fair is all he ſees: 

Storms, Tempeſts, Earthquakes, Virtue's ragged 
Plight, | 

And Vice's Triumph, all are juſt and right: 

Beauty is found, and Order, and Deſign, 

And the whole n acknowledg d all divine. 
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_ And ſtill the more I read, admire the more. 


[22] 

So when at firſt I view'd thy wond'rous Plan, - 
Leading thro' all the winding Maze of Man; 
Bewilder'd, weak, unable to purſue,” ——— 
My Pride would fain have laid the Fault on You: 
This falſe, That ill-expreſt, this Thought not good; 
And all was wrong which I miſ-underſtood, 
But reading more attentive, ' ſoon I found = 
The Diction nervous, and the Doctrine ſound; 
Saw Man, a Part of that ſtupendous Whole, 
Whoſe Body Nature it, and God the Soul; 
Saw in the Scale of Things his middle State, 
And all his Pow'rs adapted juſt to That: 
Saw Reaſon, Paſſion, Weakneſs, how of uſe, 
How all to Good, to Happineſs conduce: 
Saw my own Weakneſs, thy ſuperior Pow'r, 
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By a Lapy: 


E- ATHER of Verſe! indulge an artleſs 6 Muſe, 

T Juſt to the warmth thy envy'd Lays infuſe, © 
Rais'd by the Soul that breathes in ev'ry Line 
(My Phoebus thou, thy awful Works my Shrine !) 
Grateful I bow, thy mighty Genius own, , 
And hail thee, ſeated on thy natal Throne. 


Stung by thy Fame, tho* aided by thy Light, © 
See Bards till now unknown, eſſay to write: 
Rous'd by thy heat unnumber'd Swarms ariſe, . 

As Inſects live beneath autumnal Skies: 


While Envy pines with unappeas'd Deſire, 
And each mean Breaſt betrays th' invidious Fire, 


Yet thou, great Leader of the ſacred Train, 
(Whoſe Parthian ſhaft ne'er took its flight in vain) 


58 ITE PEE 


[14 } 

Go on, like Juvenal, arraign the Age, * ZN | 
Let wholeſome Satyr looſe thro* ev'ry page, 
Born for the taſk, whom no mean Views inflame, 
Who launce to cure, and ſeourge but t6 reclaim. 


Yet not on Satyr all your hours beſtow, 

Oft from your Lyre let gentler Numbers flow ; _ 
Such ſtrains as breath'd thro' Windfor's lov'd Re- 
© treats, : 

cc And call'd the Muſes to their ancient Seats : 
Thy manly force, and Genius uncanfar'd, 

Shall mold to future Fame the growing Mind: 
To ripen'd Souls more ſolid aids impart, 

And while you touch the. Senſe, correct the Heart: 
Yet tho' o'er all you ſhed diffuſive light, 4 
Baſe Minds will envy ſtill, and Scriblers write. 


* : 


Thus the imperial Source of genial Heat, 
Gilds the aſpiring Dome, and mean'Retreat ; 
Bids Gems a ſemblance of himſelf unfold, 

And warms the purer ductile Oar to Gold: 
Yet the ſame Heat aſſiſts each reptile Birth, 
And draws infectious r from the Earth. 
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As r „War to ſuch Panel 
| How elegant the Diction] Pure the Thought 
Not ſparingly adorn'd with ſcatter'd Rays, 
But one bright Beauty, one collected Blaze. 
So breaks the Day upon the Shades of Night, 
Enliv' ning all with one unbounded Light. 
To humble Man's proud Heart thy great Deſign 3 | 
But who can read this wond'rous Work Divine, 
So juſtly plan d, and fo politely writ, 
And not be proud, and boaſt of human Wit? 
Yet juſt to Thee, and to thy Precepts true, 
Let us Man, and give to God his Due; 
His Image we, but mix'd with coarſe Allay, 
Our Happineſs, to love, adore, obey ; 
8 


+ 


Wes 


[16] 

To praiſe him for each gracious Boon beſtow” d, 
For this thy Work, for ev'ry leſſer Good, 
With proſtrate Hearts before his Throne to fall, 
And own the great Creator All in All. 5 

The Muſe, which ſhould inſtruct, now entertains, 
On trifling Subjects i in enervate Strains 8 
Be it thy Taſk to ſet the Wand'rer ages. of 
Point out her Way in her aerial Flight, 
Her noble Mien, her Honours loſt reſtore, 
And bid her FREY think, and proudly ſoar. 
Thy Theme ſublime, and eaſy Vexſe will prove 
Her high Deſcent, and Miſſion from — 
Let others- now tranſlate, thy abler en 
Shall vindicate the Ways of God to Men; K | 
In Virtue's Cauſe ſhall gloriouſly prevail, 
When the Bench frowns in vain, and Pulpits fail, 
Made wiſe by thee, whoſe happy Style Saane * 0 
The pureſt Morals in the ſoſteſt Lays. A 
As Angels once, ſo now we Moxtals bold gl 
Shall climb the Ladder Jacob view'd of dd; wy | 
Thy kind reforming Muſe ſhall lead the Way, 1 
To the bright Regions of Eternal Day. 
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> AVING propoſed to write ſome pieces on 
Human Life and Manners, ſuch as (to uſe my 

Lord Bacon s expreſſion) come home to Men's Bufineſs | 
and Boſoms, I thought it more ſatisfactory to begin 
with conſidering Aan in the Abſtract, his Naturs 
and his State ſince, to prove any moral Duty, to 
enforce any moral Precept, or to examine the Per- 
fection or Imperfection of any Creature whatſoever, 
it is neceſſary firſt to know what condition and rela- 

tien it is placed in, and what is the proper end and 
purpoſe of its Being. R 
T be Science of Human Nature is, like all other 
Sciences, reduced to a few, clear points; There are 
not many certain Truths in this World. It is theres 

fore in the Andtomy of the Mind, as in that of the 
Body; more Good will accrue to mankind by attend- 

ing to the large, open, and perceptible parts, than 

buy ſtudying too much ſuch finer nerves and veſſels as 
will for ever eſcape our obſervation. The Diſputes 
are all upon theſe laſt, and I will venture to ſay, 


they have leſs ſharpen'd the Wits than the Hearts of 


Men againſt each ot her, and have diminiſh'd the 
Practice, more than advanced the Theory, of Mora- 
lity, If I could flatter myſelf that this Eflay has 
any Merit, it is ſteering betwixt Doctrines ſeeni- 
ingly oppoſite, in paſſing over Terms utterly unin- 
telligible, and in forming, out of all, a temperate yet 
C2 


20 The DESIGN, 
not inconſiſtent, and a ſbort yet not imperfet? Syſtem 
of Ethics. 
Ibis I might have done in, Proſeg-- but I hols 
Verſe, and even Rhyme for two Reaſons. The one 
will appear obvious ; "that principles, maxims, or 
precepts ſo written, both ſtrike the reader more 
ſtrongly at firſt, and are more eaſily retaind by Hit 
afterwards. The other may ſeem odd, but is tte 
I found I could expreſs them more: forth this: way 
than in Proſe: itſelf; and-nothir | bs truer than that 
much of the Force, as well as GH,xñ of ts 
or Inſtructions depends on their Cunciſimeſt. I was 
unable to treat this part of my: ſubhjecti mote in de- 
tail, without becoming dry and tedipus : or more 
ſfuetically, without — Porſpicuity to Oma 
ment, without wandering, from che. Pteciſion, or 
breaking the Chain of Reaſoning I any. man onn 
unite all theſe without diminutian of: any of: them, 
1 —— confeſs he will nen — * 
© 4 N10 
hae is now: publiſhily. is re t 
a. general: Map of Ma x, markingiout- noi more tan 
the Greater Parts, their Extent, thein Lime dn 
their Camnection, but leaving the pantioular toi he more 
: fully delineated, in the Chart wlhicti-arestoufd)lbws, 
Conſequently: — — (ifiE have 
health and, leiſure to make: ar progreſs} wn / become 
leſs dry, and mori ſuſaæ ptiblt: of cOrmamenys II am 
here only opening the. aum andi clearing the 
paſla age 3 To, deduce the R ur to follow / them in 
their courſe, and t0+0b(cryei their Hen, r | 
wa mare, ar 2 b Wang Th 2 TD, 12 | 
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0 F 171 in the abfirafi— That. we can Yr" only 
10 th regard to our own ſyſtem, being 1gnorant 
of the relations of . Met and things, 7. 17, &c. 

' That Man is not to. be deeme, imperfect, but a Being 
fa ted to his place and rank in the creation, agree - 

able to the general Order of. Things, and conforms 

able K Ende and Relations, to him unknowns 

As 33, &c, 

—F i 'parth n# upon 1 ignoränee of future events, 
an partly upon the hope of a future /tate, that all 
bis happineſs i in the preſent depends, y 77, &. 
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mii” CONTENTS. „ 
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The. abſurdity of conceiting himſelf the final cauſe 7 
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5 The unreaſonableneſs of his complaints. againſt Pro- 
| vidence, while, on the one hand, he demands the 
Perfeftions of the Angels, and, on the other, the bo- 
dily qualifications of the Brutes ; though, to poſe. 
| | ſeſi am of the ſenſitive faculties in à higher degree, 
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would render him miſerable, © » 173, &C. 
That throughout the whole viſible world, an univerſal 
| order and gradation in the ſenſual and mental fa- 
5 © culties i is obſerved, which cauſes a ſubordination of 
lt Wy creature to creature, and of all creatures fo Man. 

Tube gradations of ſenſe, inſtinct, thought, reflec- 

tion, reaſon ; that Reaſon aloe countervails all 

"the other faculties, y 207. 
How much further thit order and ſubordination of 

living creatures may extend, above and below us, 
" ere any part of which broken, not that part only, 

but the whole connected creation muff be 3 
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of the Nature and State of Man #9ith re- 
pelt to Society. 


T- HE whole Univerſe one Alen 1 reins 
Nothing made wholly for itſelf, nor yet HEE 


another, - 
The happineſs of Animals mutual, 
Reaſon or Inſtin&t operate ate to the = of 


each Individual, _ 7 79. 
Reaſon or — operate oo to ue in all ani- 
mals, 10g. 
Hou mw for Society carried by Infling, 7115. 
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Of that which is called the State of Nature, V 147. 
Reaſon wee by Jnſtinct in the invention n of Arts, 

* 196. 
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of tbe Nature and State of Man, with re. 
elt to Happineſs, 


4LS E Notions of Happineſs, Philoſophical and 
T Popular, anſwered, » 19 to 26. 
It is the End of all Men, and attainable by all, » 29. 
| God intends Happineſs to be equal; and to be ſo it muſt 
be ſocial, ſince all particular Happineſs depends on 
general, and ſince he roms by general, not parti- 
cular Laws, : > 
4s it is neceſſary for Order, and the peace and wel. 
fare of Society, that external goods ſhould be uns 


CONTENTS; 


1 netwiehflandbie that inequality, th: balance of 
* Happineſs among Mankind is kept even by Provi- 
dence, * two. Paſſions - of Hope and Fear, 
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What the Happineſ of Individuals ic, as far as 75 
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calamities of Nature, or of Fortune, 93. 
The folly expecting that God ſhould alter his general 
Laws in favour of particulars, 7 121. 


That we are not judges who are good; but that whe- 
ever they are, they muſt be happieſt, y 133, &c, 
That external goods are not the proper rewards, but 

often incor i/tent with, or dgſtructive of Virtue, 


| 7 169. 
* even theſe can male no Man happy without Vir- 
: Inftanced i in Riches, 3 185. 
Ha | | * 193. 
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Greatneſs, | | "$a. 
Fame, | Y 237. 
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Witb pictures of human Infelicity in Men pelſſaſt of 
them all, 3 279% Kr. 
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In Four EPISTLE - 


T' O 


H. ST. Jon L. BorinGBROKE, 


Eis x l. — 


Of the Nature * State of Man, with 2 
to the Univerſe. 


\ WAKE, my ST. ons! leave all meaner things 
To low ambition, and the pride of Kings. 
Let us (ſince Life can little more ſupply | 
Than juſt to look about us and to die) 
Kxpatiate free o'er all this ſcene of Man; 
A mighty maze! Dus not without a plan ; 


v : 


. 

Fur Opening of this poem, is or a Philoſophical Enquiry into 
taken up in giving an account his Nature and End, his Pafſions- 
of the Subject, which, agrecably and Purſuits. He then tells un 
to the title, is an Laa on Mau, with what deſign he wrote, vis. 
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2 Ra5av;o Man, 
A Wild, where weeds and flow'rs promiſcuous ſhoot, 


Ep. 1 


Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 
Together let us beat this ample fi eic. 
Try what the open, what the covert yield; to 
The latent tracts, the giddy heights explore 

Of all who blindly creep, or ſighthleſs ſoar; 

Eye Nature's walks, ſhoot Folly as it flies, | 
And catch the Manners living as they riſes © © 
Laugh where we muſt, be candid where we can; 15 


To windicate the wways of God to 
Man. | 
The Men he writes againſt, he 
frequently informs us are ſuch as 
weigh their opinion againſt Provi- 
dence (J 114.) fuch as cry, "if 
Man's unhappy, God's unjuſt ( 


118.) or ſuch as fall into the 


notion, that Vice and Virtue there 
is none at all (Ep. ii, y 212.) 
This occafions the Poet to divide 
his vindication of the ways of God 
into two. parts. In the firſt of 
which he gives direct anſwers to 
thoſe objections, which libertine re 
Men, on a view of the diſorders 
ariſing from the perverſity of the 
human will, have intended againſt 
Providence” and in the ſecond 
he obviates all thoſe objections, 
by a true delineation of human 
Nature, or a general, but exact 
map of Man, The firſt epiſtle is 
employed in the management of 
the firſt part of this diſpute z and 
the three following in the manage- 
ment of the ſecond. So that this 
whole book conftitutes a complete 
Efliy on Man, written for the 
deft purpoſe, ro windicate the ways 


of God. 


But vindicate the ways of God to Man. 


VII. 7, 8. The Wild 2 
to the human Paſſions, pro- 
ductive (as he explains in the 
ſecond epiſtle) both of good and 
evil. The Garden, to human 
Reaſon, ſo often tempting us to 
tranſgreſs the bounds God has 
ſet to it, and wander in fruitleſs 
enquiries. _ 

VER. 12. Thoſe who only follow 
the blind guidance of their Paſ- 
ons; or thoſe Who leave behind 
them all ſenſe and reaſon, in 
their high flights through the 

regions of Metaphyſics. Both 
which follies are expoſed in th 
fourth epiſtle, where the popula 
and philoſophical errors concerning . 
Happineſs are ſpoken of. The 
_ here is taken from animal 

e. 

Ver. 15. Intimating that hu- 
man follies are ſo ſtrangely ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous, that it is not 
in the power of the moſt com- 
paſſionate, on ſome occaſions, to 
reftrain their Mirth: And that 
human crimes are ſo flagitious, 
that the moſt candid have ſeldom 
an opportunity, on this ſubject, to 
exerciſe their Virtue. 
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Ep. I. EssAr 61 NX * BE 
nay firſt; AS N FINE" 


What can we reaſon, but from what we now? 8 

Of Man what ſee we, but his ſtation here, 0 5 3 

From which to reafon, or to Which refer? yr 

Thro' worlds unumber d tho” the God be known, _ 

'Tis ours to trace him only in our own. 5 * 

He, who thro” vaſt immenſity can pierce, 1 5 

See worlds on worlds compoſe one univerſe, IM FS. * 
Obſerve how ſyſtem into ſyſtern „ 

What other platiets circle other ſuns, x es 
What vary ' d being peoples ev'ry tar,  * _.» ( 


May tell why Heayn has made us as we are. 
But of this frame the bearings, and the ties, 
The ſtrong connections, nice dependencies, pe” 30 
Gradations juſt, has thy pervading ſoul 5 s 
Look'd thro'? or can a part contain the whole * 

Is the great chain, that draws all to agree, cal bi 
And drawn ſupports; -uphiald by God, or hee? 
Preſumptuous Man! the reaſon wouldft thou find, 3 : 


Why form'd ſo weak, fo little, arid fo bin! 
Firſt, if thou eanſt, the harder reaſon gueſs, ne Rey "IJ 
Why form'd no/weaker, blinder, and no leſs 1111 
Aſk of thy mother earth, why oaks ate made 
Taller or ſtronger than the weeds they made? 40 
Vo U 4 1 Pr ur. Schol. 2 b 
2 N per bes e VII. 2 gs Kuss ts de- 
Let Attributs, et per ſapientiſſi · ſcription of the Omniſcience = 4 
mas et optimas rerum ſtructu- God, and the miſerable Blindnets _ 


ns et cauſas finales. Nexwtoni e rang e 
e A 2 $$ HET 


5 Ess Ax ON Mun. NR. 
Or aſk of yonder argent fields above,  ., * 
Why Jove's Satellites are leſs than Jove | 7 
Of Syſtems poſſible, if tis confeſt 
That Wiſdom infinite muſt form the beſt, 
Where all muſt full or not coherent be, 435 
And all that riſes, riſe in due degree; | yo 
Then, in the ſcale of reas'ning life, tis plain, 
There muſt be. ſomewhere, ſuch a rank as Man; : 
And all the queſtion (wrangle e er ſo long) 
Is only this, if God has plac'd him wrong? 50 
Reſpecting Man, whatever wrong we call, 
May, muſt be right, as relative to all. 
In human Works, tho” labour'd on with pain, | 
A thouſand movements ſcarce one purpoſe Bain; 3 244 
In God's, one ſingle can its end produce; i 
Yet ſerves to ſecond too ſome other uſe, | 
So Man, who here ſeems principal alone, 
Perhaps acts ſecond to ſome ſphere unknown, 
Touches ſome wheel, or verges to ſome goal; 3 
Tis but a part we ſee and not a whole. 0 
When the proud Steed ſhall know why Man reftrains | 
His fiery courſe, or drives him o'er the plain 
When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the dallas 
Is now a victim, and now Zgypt's God; | 


Ven. 35 to 42+ In theſe lines gainſt Order, as the fruitleſſs, 
the poet has joined the beauty of neſs of their enquiries into * F 
argumentation to the ſublimity of arcana of the Godhead, . - 
thought; where the ſimilar in- Vs. 64. Called Zgypt's Cad, 
ſtances, propoſed for his adverſa- becauſe the Apis was veorthipped) 
pics examination, ſhew as well the univerſally over the whole Iand of 


abſurdity of their complaints. a- Egypt. 
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His actions', paſſions', being's, uſe and end; 


The bleſt to day is as completely IG eng : 


That each may fill the circle mark*d 1 Heav'n, 7 3 | 
Who. ſees with equal eye, as God of all, . 
A hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall, | 83034 96% v1 e 
Atoms or ſyſtems into ruin hurl d. 75 8 
And now a bubble burſt; and now à world. * 9 
Hope humbly then; with trembling pinions 227 : 

Wait the great teacher Death, and God adore} 4 

2 


Then ſhall Man's pride and dulneſs comprehend 68 


Why doing, ſuff' ring, check ' d, impell'd; and . 

This hour a ſlave, the next a deity.. : — 
Then ſay not Man's imperfect, Heav'n in e 

Say rather, Man's as perfect as he ought; : che 

His Knowledge meaſur d to his ſtate and place. 

His Time a moment, and a Point * 4 

If to be perfect in a certain ſphere, 

What matter ſoon or late, or here or were? 


As who began a thouſand years ago ö 
Heav'n from all creatures hides the book of fate, | 
All but the page preſerib'd, their preſent ſtate, 


From brutes what men, from men what ſpirits know; . 

Or who could ſuffer being here below 912 80 3 
The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day, - © © © © _ C | 

Had he thy Reaſon, would he ſkip and play ? © WM 
Pleas'd to the laſt,” he crops the flow'ry food. 

And licks the hand juſt rais'd to ſhed his blood. 


Oh blindneſz to the future ! kindly givin; © . 85 


Vis $7. Marr. Xo 25 
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Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind; 100 N 


To Be, contents his natural deſire, A} 
He aſks no Angel's wing, no Seraph's fire ; 110 
But thinks, admitted to that equal ſky, /,, 
His faithful dog ſhall bear him company... 
Go, wiſer thou! and in thy ſcale of ſenſe 


Say, here he gives too little, there oo much . is 


EAsATYT ON Man, EP, E 
What future blis, he gives not thee to know, 
But gives that Hope to be thy bleſfingnow. — 
Hope ſprings eternal in the human breaſt : ee 
Man never Is, but always To be bleſt: Foe 
The Soul, uneaſy and confin'd from WY 
Reſts and expatiates in a life to come. 17 
Lo! the poor Indian, whoſe untutor d mind 


His ſoul proud Science never taught to ſtray 

Far as the ſolar walk, or milky way; 

Vet ſimple Nature to his hope has giv'n, 2 
Behind the cloud- topt bill, an humbler beav'n; ane 
Some ſafer world in depth of woods embrac'd, 105 
Some happier iſland in the watry waſte/, he 
Where ſlaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Chriſtians thirſt for gold 


Weigh thy Opinion againſt Providence ; . 

Call Imperfection what thou ſancy'ſt ſuch, 115 f 
Deſtroy all creatures for thy ſport or guſt, FOR | 
Yet cry; RON 8 unhappy, . een e 


vn: 97. By the words, ; wi more ſoitable to the 3 
bence, it was the Poet's urpoſe to ſoul, and the free exerciſe of its 
teach that the preſent life is only qualities, 1 | 
a ſtate of probation for another "+: mpg 


If Man alone ingroſs not Heav'n's high care, 


Er. I. EssAN on Mar. 7 


Alone made perfect here, immortal there: 18 
Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, * 
Re judge his juſtice, be the God of Gop ! 

In Pride, in reas'ning Pride, our error lies; 
All quit their ſphere,” and ruſh into the ſkies. £7 
Pride ſtill is aiming at the bleſt abodes, 125 
Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods. ad 
Aſpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell, 
Afpiring to be Angels, Men rebel; | 
And who but withes to invert the laws 


Of Oar, fins againſt thi Eternal cauſe, 23% 


Aſk for what end the heav'nly bodies ſhine, 
Earth for whoſe uſe? Pride anſwers, „ Tis for mine: 
For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow'r, | 
e Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r; al 
« Annual for me, the grape, the roſe rene 135, 
“The juice neCtareous, and the'balmy dew ; 

« For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 

« For me, health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings; . 
« Seas roll to waft me, ſuns to light me rife; * » 
« My footſtool earth, my canopy the ſkies.” 140 

But errs not Nature from this gracious _ z 
From burning ſuns when livid deaths deſcend, + 
When earthquakes ſwallow, or when tempeſts ſweep 
Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep? 


* 


de; - 


No ('tis reply'd) the firſt Almighty « Cauſe 1 : 


Ads not by partial, but by gen'ral laws;- 124 685 
% Theexceptions few, ſome change, ſince all began, 
And what created perfect ? „Why then Man? 
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8 Esser on Man- Ex. 1K; 


As much that end a conſtant courſe requires | 
Of ſhow'rs and ſun-ſhine, as of Man's deſires z- « 


If plagues or earthquakes — deſign; x 5 5 | 


© tric: ſome inconſiderable ir- Newton's Bien 2 


If the great end be human Happineſs, * iÞ 
Then Nature deviates ; and can Man do leſs ? 150 


As much eternal ſprings and cloudleſs ſkies, | 
As Men for ever temp'rate, calm, and wiſe. . 


ii 


Why then a Borgia, or a Catiline ? 

Who knows but he, whoſe hand the light'ning aeg 
Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the ſtorms, 
Pours fierce Ambition in a Cæſar's mind, 

Or turns young Ammon looſe to ſcourge mankind ? 166 
From pride, from pride, our very reas ning ſprings; 
Account for moral, as for nat' ral chings: | 5 
Why charge we Heav- n in thoſe, in theſe acquit * 


— 


1 


In both, to reaſon right is to ſubmit. 4" 

Better for Us, perhaps, it might appear, 110 4 
Were there all harmony, all virtue here 
That never air or ocean felt the wind; Wa 
That never paſſion diſcompos'd the ind: ee 
But Al. L ſubſiſts by elemental ſtrife ; 27 
And Paſſions are the elements of life. 170 


The gen'ral ORDER, ſince the whole began, 
Is kept in Nature, and is kept in Man. | 


VER. 150 © While comets ** regularities excepted, which 
move in very eccentric orbs, may haveriſen from the mutual 
in all manner of poſitions, actions of comets and planets ' 
* blind Fate could never make ** upon one another, which will be 
all the planets move one and “ apt to increaſe till this ſyſtem 
*© the ſame way in orbs concen- wants reformation.“ - Sir " 


0 


RN 2 


Er. L EceatiouAtin:: - _ 


What would T be foar.) 
And little leſs than Angel, would be more; 
Now looking downwards, juſt asgriev'd apjicars: 275 


To want the ſtrength of bulls, the fur of bear. 


Made for his uſe all creatures if he call. 
Say what their uſe, had he the powers of all! 
Nature to theſe, without profuſion kind., 
The proper organs, proper pow rs aſſign d; 18 
Each ſeeming want compenſated of courie, ; 

Here with degrees of ſwiftneſfs,.there of force; 
All in exact proportion to the ftatez! 1 4 
Nothing to add, and nothing to ab atme. 
Each beaſt each inſect; 3 
Is Heav'n unkind to Man, and Man alone? 
Shall he alone whom rational we call. 5 


Be pleas'd with nothing, if not bled Yr 


The bliſs of Man (could Pride that dong ind) ) 
Is not to act or think beyond mankind ; 2 


No pow'rs of body or of ſoul to ſhare, 
But what his nature and his ſtate can hears” 3 Ile 229 
Why has not Man a microſcopic eye? 1 


For this plain reaſon, Man is not a Fly. 14 804 


, Say what the uſe, were finer optics gyn, "195 | 


T'inſpect a mite, not comprehend the heav n? 
Or touch, if, tremblingly alive all o er, 4 
To ſmart and agonize at ev'ry pore? 4 Lv. 


Via. 182. It ig a certain axiom leſſened 3 or 2 they, are form- 
in the anatomy of creatures. that ed for ſwiftneſe, aan, 
in proportion as they are for med abated. | 
for ſtreng th, their ſwiftneſs is 7 B {2.46 932 
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5 Essav on Max. 


Ep. I. 
Or, quick cMuvia darting thro the brain, MIS 


Die of a roſe in aromatic pain? | | 200 
F nature thunder'd in his op'ning Ears, 


And ſtun'd him with the muſic of the ſpheres, 
How would he wiſh that Heav'n had left him ſtill 
The whiſp'ring Zephyr, and the purling rill? , 
Who finds not Providence all good and wife, 205 
Alike in what it gives, and what denies? 
Far as Creation's ample range extends, 
The ſcale of Senſual, Mental pow'rs aſcends; = 
Mark how it mounts, to Man's imperial 8 | 


From the green myriads in the peopled graſs: 


What modes of Sight betwixt each wide ger 


The mole's dim curtain, and the linx's beam: 95 


Of Smell, the headlong lioneſs between, 

And hound ſagacious on the tainted green: 

Of Hearing, from the life that fills the flood, 215 
To that which warbles thro? the vernal wood: ; 
The ſpider's Touch how exquiſitely fine ! 

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line: 

In the nice bee, what ſenſe ſo ſubtly true 


From pois'nous herbs extracts the healing dew : 220 


How Inſtinct varies in the grov'ling ſwine, 


| Compar'd half-reas' ning elephant, with thine. 


Vik. 213. The manner of ing them by the ear, and not 
the Lions hunting their er 5 the — It is probable 4 
the deſerts of Africa is this: ſtory of the jackal's hunting for 
their firſt going out in the * the lion, was occaſioned by obſer- 
time they ſet vp a loud roar, and vation of this defect of _ in 
then liſten to the noiſe made by that terrible animal. 
the beaſts in their flight, purſue 


'Twixt that and Reaſon, what a nice barrier 1 
For ever ſep'rate, yet for ever near 9 U 
Remembrance and Reflection how ally'd ; - 225 


What thin partitions Senſe from Thought di divide: 

And Middle natures how they long to oy” 

Yet never paſs th ĩn ſuperable line! 1 

Without this juſt gradation, could they be { 49.4 

dudjected theſe to thoſe, or all to thee ? 230 

The po m of all ſubdu'd by Wes alone, f 296k 

Is not thy Reaſon all theſe pow rs in one? ci! of 
See thro? this air, this ocean, and this earth, 

All matter quick, nnd burfling into birth. 


Above how high progreſſive life may go! 47 


Around, how wide ! how deep extend below! 
Vaſt chan of being, which from God began, 
Natures ethereal, human, angel, man, 
Beaſt, bird, fiſh, inſect what no eye can ſee, 
No glaſs can teach! from infinite to thee, 240 
From thee to Nothing — On ſuperior pow'rs . 
Were we to preſs, inferior might on ours: 

Or in the full creation leave a void, | 


Where, one ep We the great ſcale's deſtroy'd: 


Ve. 224- Near, by the mi- of every man was true: naa pav- 
litude of the operations, ſeparate * ala ity «Jig. But the poet 
by the immenſe difference in the determines more philoſophically, 
nature of the powers · that they are really and eſſentially 

VER. 226. $0. thin, that the different, how thin ſoever the 
Atheiſtic philoſophers, as Prota- Partition is by which they are 
goras, held that bought was on'y divided» 
ſenſe ; and from thence concluded VER. 243. This is only « 
that every imagination or opinion OO alluſion to the Arif- 
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i T: ms if each ſyſtem in gradation roll, 
The leaſt confuſion but in one, not all 


ESsN⁰O N Max. Er. 
2 's chain whatever link you ſtrike, 245 
bonſai Cain ke. 


Alike eflential to thamazing whole, 


That ſyſtem only, but the whole mul ll 1 855 
Let Earth unbalane'd from her orbit fr,. 
Planets and Suns run lawleſs, thro che ſky,. ET 
Let ruling Angels from their ſpheres be burl'd, _ 
Being on being wreck d, and world on world. 
Heav'ns whole foundations to their centre nod, 255 
And Nature tremble to the throne of God: 

All this dread OnxnER break — for whom? for thee! 
Vile wonm !|— ob Madneſs, Pride! Impiet) ! 
What if the foot, ordained the duſt to tread, 
Or hand to toil, aſpir d to be the head 1 2060 


| What jf the head, the eye, or ear repin d 


Lo ſerve mere engines to the ruling Mind? TE 
uſt as abſurd for any part to claim 6 

To be another, in this gen'ral frame 

Juſt as abſurd, to mourn the taſks or pains, © 265 


'The great directing Minn of ALL ordains. 


totelian doQtrines of plenum and and N motions, which, 


vacuum; the full and void here ike equal weights in a ballance, 


meant, relating not to Matter, but keep i it in an equilibre. 


to Life. VX. 263. The poet through- 


. VR» An to the motion cut this poem, with great art u- 
zof the planetary bodies of each ſes ah advantage, which his em- 


ſyſtem, and to the figures deſcribed ploying a Platonic principle fo 


| ö had 
by that motion. the foundation of 25 Eſſay 
W. 257. That is, being no! long ' afforded him; and that is the ef- 


er kept within its orbit by the preſſing bimſelf (as here) in Pla- 
rent directions of its progreſſive tonic notions; which, luci 


250 


| Er. I. Bit o Max. 


Whoſe body Nature is, and God the ſoul; 


9 
All are but parts of ane ſtupendous whole, roy a 


That chang'd thro? all, and- yet in all the ſame, 
Great in the earth, as in th'zthercal frame, | 279 


Wiarms in the ſun refreſhes in the breeze, 
Glos in the ſtars and bloſſoms in the trees, 


Lives thro? all life, extends thro' all extent, 

Spreads undivided, operates unſpent, 4 * 
Breaths in our ſoul, informs our mortal part, 275 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart; 

As full, as perfect, in vile Man that mourns, 

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns; 

To him no high, no low, no great; no ſmall; 


He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all. 280 


Ceaſe then, nor Ox DER Imperfection dane 
Our proper Bliſs depends on what we blame. 
Know thy own Point: This kind, this due degree 
Of blindneſs, weakneſs, Heav n beſtows on thee. 


Submit. —In this, or any other ſphere, 285 


Secure to be as bleſt as thou canſt bear: 

Safe in the Hand of one diſpoſing Pow'r, 

Or in the natal, or the mortal Hour. 

All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee ; | 
All Chance, Direction, which thou canſt not ſee; 20 


for his purpoſe, ate highly poeti- * Deus enim fine dominio, provi- 
cal, at the ſame time ar they ** dentia,et cauſis finalibus, nihil a- 


add a .grace to the uniformity of ** Iiud eſt quam F Arux et Narua a · 


his reaſoning · t Newwtoni Princ. Sebol. gens ſub fin. 


VX. 266, ** Veneramur au- VER. 278. Alluding to the name 
6 tem et colimus ob dominium. Ser n, ee e A. 
| | + wo 
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Es$AY ON Max. 


Er. I. 


All Diſcord, Harmony, not underſtood; 2 
All partial Evil, univerſal God:. 


And, ſpite of Pride, in erring Reaſon's ſpite, - 


One Truth is clear, „ Whatever 18, is RIGHT» _ 


That the reader may fee in one 
view the Exactneſs of the Me- 


thod, as well as Force of the Ar- 


gument, I ſhall here draw up a 
ſhort ſynopſis of this Epiſtle. The 
poet begins by telling us his ſut. 
ject is an Eſſay on Man: That 
his end of writing is ts vindicate 


Providence: That he intends to 


derive his arguments, from the 
viſible things of God ſeen in this 
Hftem: Lays down this propoſition, 
as the foundation of his theſis, 
That of all paſſible ſyſtems infinite 
Wiſdom has form'd the beft : draws 
from thence two conſequences, 
1. That there muſ# needs be ſome- 
where ſuch a creature as Man; 


2. That the ral Evil which be is 


author of, is productive of the Good . 


of the Whole, This is his general 


theſis; from whence he forms 


this concluſion, That Man fpculd 
re ſubmiſſive and content, and 
make the hopes of Futurity bis Com- 
fort; but not ſuffer this to be the 
occaſion of PRIDE, which is the 


_ cauſe of all his impious com- 
Phints. | 


He proeeeds to confirm his the- 


fis.—— Previouſly endeavours to 


abate our wonder at the phæno- 


menon of moral Evil; ſhews, firſt, 


its uſe to the Perfeaton of the Uni- 


©! 


providentially, from its natural | 


bias, to promote Virtue. Then 
goes on to vindicate Providence 
from the imputation of certain 


ſuppoſed natural Evils; as he had 


before juſtiſied it for the permiſ- 


ing that, though the atheiſt's 
complaint againſt providence be 
on pretence of real moral Evil, yet 
the true cauſe is his impatience 


ſion of real moral Evil, in ſhew- | 


— 


unler imaginary natural Evil z. 
the iſſue of a depraved appetite - 


for fantaſtical advahtages, Which 


if obtained, would be uſeleſs or _ 


An 
* 


hurtful to Man, and de forming 


and deſtruct ve to the Univeris, s 


breaking into that Ordenby Which 
it is ſupported, ——. He eter? 


that Order, Harmony, and Uſe 
Connecton of the Parts 3 and, 
by ſhewing the intimate preſence 


God to his whole creation, gives a 


reaſon for an Univerſe ſo amaz- _. 
ingly beautiful and perfect. From 
all this he deduces his general! 


Conc luſion, at Nature being 


neither a blind chain of Cauſes an 


Effet, mr yet the fortuitous re- | 


e of wandering atoms, but the | 
wonderful Art and Divettion f an 
all-wiſe, all. good, and free Being; 


Wrartysk 18, is Ricur, with 


regard to the Diſpoſition of God,” 


v*ſe, by Analogy, from the uſe and it; ultimate Tendency, which | 
of phyſical Exil in this particular once granted, all Complaints a+. 
ſyſtem. —— Secondly, ts uſe in gainſt Providence are at an end. 2 8 


39 j a +4 


gbis ſyſtem, where it is turned, 1: $458 
: | r F þ 


wy 9 8 * * 
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EPISELE M 


O the Nature and State of Man as an 
TR Iidividual. 8 


K NOW chen thyſelf, preſume not God to ſcan; 
The proper ſtudy of Mankind is Man. 

Plac'd on this Iſthmus of a middle ſtate, 

A being darkly wiſe, and rudely great: | 

With too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide, 5 

With too much weakneſs for the Stoic's Pride, / 
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or reſt, 

In doubt to deem himſelf a God, or Beaſt ; ; 

In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer, 

Born but to die, and reas'ning but to err; T0 

Alike in ignorance, his reaſon ſuch, 

Whether he thinks too little, or too much: 


< * 


Ay 
* 
= 
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0 * Ep1ST. 2. The poet having of life; ſo, though we rea ſon to 
o ſhewn, in the firſt epiſtle, that err. yet we comprehend ſume few 
av q the Ways of God are tos high for truths, . This is the weak ftate 
# . our comprehenſion, righily draws of Reaſon, in which Error mixes 
wo this concluſion, and merhodically itſelf with all its true concluſiogs 
145 makes it the ſubject of his Intro- concerning Man's Nature. | 
abs duttion to the ſecond, which treats - VI 14. The proper ſphere 
© of the Nature of Man: of his Reaſon is/ ſo narrow, and 
+ B02 VIX. 10. Theautbor's mean- the Exerciſe of it ſo nice, that 


"Ag Ing is, that, as we are born ta dir, the too immoderate uſe of it is 
= and yet enjoy ſome ſazall portion attended with the ſame ignorance 
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Chaos of Thought and Paſſion, all confus' d, 


Created half to riſe, and half to fall; 


The glory, jeſt, and riddle of the World! / 


16 | wks oN Ki, Er. II. 


Still by himſelf abus ' d, or diſabus d; 


\ 
Pi» v 


Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 
Sole judge of Th, in endleſs Error "Th 4. 
Go,wond'rouscreature! mount where Science guides, 
Go, meaſure earth, weigh air, and ſtate the tides; 20 
Inſtruct the planets in what orbs to run, 
Correct old Time, and regulate the Sun; — 
Go, ſoar with Plato to th empyreal ſphere, 7 
To the firſt good, firſt perfect, and firſt fair; 
Or tread the mazy round his follow'rs trod, 25 
And quitting ſenſe call imitating God; | 
As Eaſtern prieſts in giddy circles run, 
And turn their heads to imitate the Sun. | 
Go, teach Eternal Wiſdom how to rule 
Then drop into thyſelf, and be a fool! £ 30 


that proceeds from the not uſing VIER. 22. This alludes to Ar 
it at all. Vet, tho? in both theſe Iſaac Newton's Grecian Chrone- 


ca ſes, he is abuſed by himſelf, he logy, which he reformed on thoſe 
has it ſtill in his own power to two ſublime conceptions, the dif- 
diſabuſe himſelf, in making his ference berwween the reigns of kings, | 
Paſſions ſubſervient to the means, and the generations of men; and 
and regulating his Reaſon by the the pyſirion” of the colures of "the 
end of Life. equinoxes and folftices at the tin p 
VIX. 20. Alluding to the of the Argonautic expedition, j 
noble and uſeful project of the VI. 29, 30+ Theſe two lines c 


modern Mathematicians, to mea- are a concluſion from all that had c 
ſure a degree at the equator and been ſaid from 7 19, to this ei- 7 
the polar circle, in order to de- fect:“ Go now, vain Man, e- 


termine the true figure of the ** lated with thy acquiretnen's a4 
earth; of great importance to in real ſcience, ard inmginary 7 
aſtronomy and navigation. „ intimacy with God; 8% ane 


- 8 


ö 


Ep. II. 


Superior 


er ON Max. | 17 


when of late they ſu , 
Ae | 


' * 
133 


Admir'd ſuch wiſdom in an earthly ſhape, 


And ſhew'd a NewrToN as we ſhew an Ape. a 
Could be, whoſe rules the rapid Comet bind, 31 


Deſcribe or fix one movement of his Mindꝰ 
Who ſaw its fires here riſe, and there deſcend, _ 
Explain his own beginning, or his end? _ - || 
Alas, what wonder | Man's ſuperior part Fr 
Uncheck'd may riſe, and climb from art to art: * 
But when his own great work is but begun, 

What Reaſon weaves, by Paſſion is undone, 


Trace Science then, eee 
Firſt ws off Ae of * "or 


« run into Al the extravagan- 
„ cies I have exploded in the 
« firſt epiſtle, where thou pre- 
« tendeft to teach Providence 
% how to goyern ; then drop in- 
to the obſcurities of thy own 
% nature, and thereby manifeſt 
« thy ignorance and folly,” ?“ 

Ver. 31. In theſe lines he 
ſpeaks to this effect: But to 
make you fully ſenfible of the 
2 difficulty of this ſtudy, I ſhall 
** inftance in the great Newton. 
8 % himſelf 3 whom when ſupe- 

* rior beings, not long fince, ſaw 
© capable of unfalding the whole - 
" law of Nature, they were in 
doubt whether the owner of 
© ſuch prodigidus ſcience- ſhould 
© not 12 rec koned of their on 

** order; juſt as men, when they 
" ke the Surpriſing - marks of 


4 = 


e Ran 3 . 
« tempted to rank him wich their 


own kind. And yet this won” 
© drous Man could go no farther 
„ in the knowledge of. himſelf 


< than the generality of his ſpe· 


4% cies.” 


Vzs. 37. Sir Iſaac; Newton, 


in calculating the velocity of a 
Comet's Motion, and the courſe it 
deſeribes, when it becomes viſible 

in its deſcent to, and aſcent from 
the fun; comjectured with the 
higheſt appearance of truth that 
Comets revolve perpetually round 
the Sun, in ellipſes vaſtly eccen - 
trical, and very nearly approach - 
ing to parabolas. In which he 
was greatly confirmed, in obſerving. 
between two Comets a coincidence 
in their perihelions, and a per- 
* in a] 


& 


And, but. for this, were active to no end; 


WT 
* 


* — 


18 Ess AY ON MAN. Er. II. 
Deduct what is but Vanity, or Dreſs, s 45 


Or Learning's Luxury, or Idleneſs; 


Or tricks to'ſhew the ſtretch of Wan brain, 
Mere curious pleaſure, or ingenious pain: 


Expunge the whole, or lop th excreſcent parts 


Of all, our Vices have created Arts: | | + 
Then ſee how little the remaining ſum, 
Which ſerv'd the paſt, and muſt the times to came! | 
Two Principles' in huntan nature reignz 
Self- love, to urge, and Reaſon, to reſtrain; | 
Nor this'a good, nor that a bad we call, prod. 
Each works its end, to move or govern all: 
And to their proper operation fill, 1 


Aſeribe all God 5 to U inipropet,' Hl. 


Selflove, the ſpring, of motion, acts the ſoul ; 


| Reaſon's comparing, balance rules the bal, | BY 


Mah, dut for that, no action could attend, 


Fix'd like a plant on his peculiar ſpot, 


To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot; 


Or, meteor- like, flame lawleſs thro* the voidh 65 
Deſtroying others, by himſelf deſtroy d. EEE 

| Moſt ſtrength the Moving principle requires; 
Adtve its taſk, it prompts, impels, inſpires, 
Sedate and quiet the Comparing lies, 9 
Forniꝰd but to check, delib'rate, and adviſe. "90 
Self. love ſtill ſtronger, as its objects nigesg 
Reaſon's at diſtance, and in proſpect lie: r 
That ſees immediate good by preſent ſenſe: 
Reaſon, the future and the IS 


Er. II. Eggay on Max. 19 
Thicker than arguments, temptations. thro . 
At beſt more watchful this, hut that more ſtrong, 
The action of the ſtronger to ſuipend R ANT 0 
Reaſon ſtill uſe, to. Reaſon ſtill attend : EG * 
Attention, habit and experience gains, | 
Each firengthens Reaſon, and Self-love reſtrains. 5 
Loet ſubtle ſchoolmen teach theſe friends to baht, 
More ſtudious to divide than to unite, i 
And Grace and Virtue, Senſe and Reaſon elit, | 
With all the raſh dexterity of Wit; L er 
Wits, juſt like fools, at war about a Name, | 8 | 
Have full as oft no meaning, or the ſame, 
Self. love and Reaſon to one end aſpire, * 
Pain their averſion, Pleaſure their deſire: 
But greedy That its object would devour, 1 
This taſte the honey, and not wound the n 4 99 
Pleaſure, or wrong or rightly underſtood, . | 
Our greateſt evil, or our greateſt good. 2 
Modes of Self. love the Paſſions we may 1 
Dis real good, or ſeeming, moves them all; 
But ſince not every good we can divide, 93 
And Reaſon bids us for our own. provide: 
Paſſions, tho ſelfiſh, if their means be far, 
Liſt under Reaſon, and deſerve her care 
Thoſe, that imparted court a nobler aim, 
Exalt their kind, and take ſome Virtue's name. | 
In lazy Apathy let Stoics boaſt | + Rig 
Their Virtue fix d; tis fix'd as in a bolt, 
Contracted all, retiring to the breaſt ; 


But ſtrength of mind is Exerciſe, 52 
2 


20 Ess Ax on Man. 


Er. II. 


The riſing tempeſt puts i in act the ſoul, 10g 
Parts it may ravage, but preſerves the whole. 


On life's vaſt ocean diverſely we fail, 


Reaſon the card, but Paſſion is the gale ; 

Nor God alone in the {till calm we find, 

He mounts the ftorm, and walks upon the wind, 176 
Paſſions, like Elements, tho* born to fight, 

Yet, mix'd and ſoften'd, in his work unite: 

Theſe *tis enough to temper and employ; 

But what compoſes Man, can Man deſtroy ? | 

Suffice that Reaſon keep to Nature's road, 1135 

Subject, compound them, follow her and God. 

Love, Hope, and Joy, fair pleaſures ſmiling train, 

Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of pain; 

Theſe mix'd with art, and to due bounds confin'd, 

Make and maintain the balance of the mind : 120 

The lights and ſhades, whofe well accorded ſtriſe 

Gives all the firength and aloe of our life, 


Vis. 70 . Theſewords are only 
2 fimple affirmation in the poetic 
dreſs of a fimilitude, to this pur- 
poſe: Good is not only 
« duced by the ſubdual of the 
« Paſſions, but by the turbulent 
« exerciſe of them.” A truth 
conveyed under the moſt ſublime 
imagery that poetry could conceive 
or paint, For the author is here 
only ſhewing the providential ef- 
fects of the Paſſions, and how, 


by God's gracious Ciſpofition, they | 


are turned away from their natu- 
ral biafe, to N the happi- 


| TO 1 a to Re, 


neſs of Mankind. As to ths 

method in which they are to be 
treated by Man, in whom th 

3 found, all that he con 


for, in favour of them, is only 
this, that they ſhould not be quite 


rooted up and deſtroyed, as the 
Stojcs, and their followers in all 
religions, fooliſhly attempted. For 


the reſt, he Ry repeats 
this advice : k 


The att ian of the f 
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EP. II. Ess AT on Man. £&2t 
Pleaſures are ever in our hands or eyes, 1 


And when in act they ceaſe, in proſpect riſe: ko 


Preſent to graſp,” and future ſtill to find, 125 
The whole employ of body and of mind. Rad 
All ſpread their charms, but charm not all alike; 
On dift*rent ſenſes diff rent objects firikez 
Hence diff rent Paſſions more or leſs inflame, | 
As ſtrong or weak, the organs of the frame; 136 
And hence one maſter Paſſion in the breaſt, 
Like Aaron's ſerpent, fwallows up the reſt, 

As Man, perhaps, the moment of his breath, 
Receives the lurking principle of death ; 


The young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at length, 135 


Grows with his growth, and ſtrengthens with his ſtrength: 
So, caſt and mingled with his very frame, 

The Mind's diſeaſe, its ruling Paſſion came; 

Each vital humour which ſhould feed the 

Soon flows to this, in body and in ſoul. 140 
Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head, N 
As the mind opens, and its functions ſpread, 
Imagination plies her dang rous art, 

And pours it all upon the peccant part. 


Nature its mother, Habit is its nurſe ; | 145 


Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worſe; 
Reaſon itſelf but gives it edge and pow'r ; 
As Heav'n's bleſt beam turns vinegar more ſowr; 


Ven- 127+ The poet bd fine both oberg eng oy 
other 'E his epiſtles, gives Exam- * delivered. Thus, that Of 
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32  BEsgav ow MAN Ex. II 
We, wretched ſubjeQts tho to lawful ſuny,, 
In this weak queen, ſome fav'rite ſtill obey, 130 


Abl if ſhe lend not arms, as well as rules, 
What can ſhe inore than tell us we are fools? 


Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend, 


A ſharp accuſer, but a helpleſs friend! 1 


Or from a Judge turn pleader, to perſuade 155 
The choice We make, or juſtify it made; BY 


Proud of an eaſy conqueſt all along, | 
She but removes weak paſſions for the ſtrong : 
So, when ſmall humours gather to a gout, 


The doctor fancies he has driv'n them out. | 
Ves, Nature's road muſt ever be prefer j; 


Reaſon is here no guide, but ſtill a guard: 
_ *Tis hers to rectify, not overthrow, 
And treat this Paſſion more as friend than foe : 


— 2 


thy aſe of Riches, he has illuftrat- 
cd this truth in the character of 
Cotta: 


Old Cotta bam d bis fortune and 
bis birth, 
Yet was not Cotta void of wit or 
_ , worth, n 
What tho (the uſe of barb rous 
ſpits for 


| ot ) ; 
Hrs kitchen Vid in coolneſs with bis 


grot? 


VER. 149 · St. Paul himſelf 
did not chuſe to employ other ar- 
guments, when diſpoſed to give 
us the higheſt idea of the uſeful - 
neſs of Chriſtianity a Rom, vii- But, 


© of the public revenues 3 to: 6- 


it may be, the poet finds a remedy 
in natural Religion? Far from it- 
He here leaves Reaſon unrelieved. 
What is this then, but ag inti- 
mation that we ought to ſeek for 
a cure in that religion, which on- 
ly dares profeſs to give it ? | 
Ver. 163. The meaning of 
this precept Is, That as the rul- 
ing Paſſion is implanted by Ni- 
&« ture, it is Reaſon's office to re- 
« gulate, and reftrain, but not to 
« overthrow it. To regulate the 
4e paſſion of Avarice, for inſtance, 
& into a parſimonious diſpenſation 


© rect the paſſion of Love, whoſe 
c object is worth and beauty, 


Ee. I. Ess AN on Mau. 23 

A mightier Pow'r the ſtrong direction OR v ily 

And ſew'ral Men impels to ſev*ral ends. 

Like varying winds, by other patſionsitolt, 

| This drives them conſtant'to a certain coaſt. | 

Let pow'r or knowledge, gold or glory, — #: 

Or (oft more ſtrong than all) the love of eaſe; 170 

Thro' life tis follow d, ev'n at life's expence: 

The merchant's toil, the ſage's indolence, 1292 21 

- The monk's humility, the hero's pride, 

All, all alike, find Reaſon on their fide 
Tu Eternal Art educing good from ill, 175 

Grafts on this Paſfion our beſt principl see 

'Tis thus the Mercury of Man 4s fd, WI. 

Strong grows the Viftue with his nature mixd; 

The droſs cements whit elſe were too refin” . 

And in one int'reſt body acts with mind. ao 
As fruits ungrateful to the plariter's care 

On ſavage ſtocks inferted'learn to bean: 

The ſureſt Virtues thus from Paſſions hot. 

Wild Nature 8 vigor working at the rot. = 155 


Thi frf 1 ff perfies, ond. — ghySeal and ual 


frft fair; | 3 ill? : 
222 deviates Nature and bers 5 

6 [90 nv V rubies n hiv b. . . 
* ter Plato adviſes; and to re- * Will: 12 


e ſtrein Spleen to à Contempt and but that God in his infinite Ro 


4% hatred'of Vice. neſs deviouſly turns the | 
175. The Author has through- biaſs of its malignity to the Ad- 
out theſe Epiſtles explained his 3 of human happineſs, 
Meaning to be that Vice is in its 282 ery different from th 
own nature the greateſt of evils ble f th Br, which have 
and produced thro* the abuſe of and foo s it $0 
Man's free will, | that naural tevdnc . 


1 


24 


Es84y ON Man: 
What crops of wit and honeſty appear 
From ſpleen, from obſtinacy, hate, or fear! 


Ev, It; 


A” 


See anger, zeal and fortitude ſuppl : 


Ev'n av'rice, prudence; ; ſloth, philoſophy 3. 3 66 
Luſt, thro' ſome certain ſtrainers well refin'd, 

. Is gentle love, and charms all womankind : 
Envy, to which th'ignoble mind's a ſlave, 

Is emulation in the learn'd or brave: 


— 
99 
2 1 
* 

11 * 
4 


Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name, r 
But what will grow on Pride, or grow on Shame. 
Thus Nature gives us (let it check our pride) — 


The virtue neareſt to our vice ally d: 
Reaſon th byas tr to good from il, I 
. And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will. 
' The fiery ſoul abhor'd in Catiline, 
In-Decius charms, in Curtius is divine. 
The ſame ambition can deſtroy or ſaye, BY 
And makes a patriot as it makes a kna ve. 19 
' This light and darkneſs in our chaos join d,. 
What ſhall divide? The God within the mind. 
Extremes in Nature equal ends produce, * 


myſterious uſe ; 5 | 


In Man they join to ſome 


| "ve 207 A Platonic phraſe 

for Conſcience ; and here em- 
ployed with great judgment and 
propriety. For Conſcience either 
fignifies, ſpeculatively, the judg- 
ment we paſs of things upon what-' 
eyer principles we chance to have; 
and then it is only Opinion, a 
"_ unable Judge and divider, 


- 


. 7 28 
. 
205 


Or elſe it Oynifes, practically, the - 
application of the eternal rule of 
right (received by us as the law of 
God) to the regulation of our ac- 

tions ; and then it is properly Con- 
ſcience, the God (or the law of 
God) within the mind, of power 
to divide the light from the dark - 
neſs in this chaos 1 che gr" 


Eb. III FEs8Av on MA nx. 2 
Tho” each by turns the other's bound invade/, 
As, in ſome well-wrought picture, light and ſhade, | 
And oft ſo mix, the ditf*rence is too nice | 
Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice. 210 
Fools] who from hence into the notion fall, 

That Vice or Virtue there is none at all. : 

If white and black blend, ſoften, and unite 

A thouſand. ways, is there no black or white? 
| Aſk your own heart, and nothing is fo plain; rh 
*Tis to miſtake them, coſts the time and pain. 

Vice is a monſter of fo frightful mien, 

As, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen; 

Yet ſeen too oft, familiar with her "55 1d bn 
We firſt endure, then pity, then bee: 226 
But where th Extreme of Vice, was ne'er a : 
Ask where's the North ? at York, tis on the Tweed' 8 


In Scotland, at the Oreades; and there 

At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows l 1 

No creature ewns it in the firſt degree, 225 

But thinks his neighbour farther gone than he. 

Ev'n thoſe, who dwell beneath its very zone, 

Or never feel the rage, or never ] j; 

What happier natures ſhrink at with affright, 

The hard inhabitant contends is right. . 230 
Virtuous and vicious ey'ry Man muſt be, 1 5 

Few in th extreme, but all in the degree 


The rogue and fool by fits is fair and wiſe, 
And ev'n the beſt, by fits, what they deſpiſe. 


26 


Ess ay on Ma w. 
"Tis but by parts we follow good or ill, 
For, Vice or Virtue, Self directs it ſtill 


Eb. Il 
235 


Each individual ſeeks a ſev'ral goal; 


ButHEAav'N's great view is One, and that the Whole: 
That counter - works each folly and caprice ; ; 


That diſappoints th'effe&t of ev'ry vice: 


2 1 
als 


That happy frailties to all ranks apply'd, 
Shame to the virgin, to the matron pride, 
Fear to the ſtateſman, raſhneſs to the chief, 


To kings preſumption, and to crowds belief. 
That Virtue's ends from Vanity can raife, 


Which ſeeks no int'reſt, no reward but praiſĩm 
And build on wants, and on defects of mind, 
The joy, the peace, the glory of Mankind. 


Heav'n forming each on other to depend, 
A maſter, or a ſervant, or a friend, 


250 


Bids each on other for aſſiſtance call, 

Till one Man's weakneſs grows the Arength of l 
Wants, frailties, paſſions, cloſer ſtill ally | 
The common int'reſt, or endear the tie : 


Ver. 253 « T0 theſe frail- 


& ties (ſays he) we owe all the 


“ endearments of private life, yet 


“ when we come to that age, 

* which generally diſpoſes Men 
* to think, more ſeriouſly of 
© the true value of things, and 
&© conſequently of their proviſion 
t for a future ſtatez the conſider- 
© ation, that the grounds of thoſe 


© Joys, loves, and friendſhips, are 


« wants, frailties, and paſſions, 


Fe proves the beſt n to 


% wean us from the world; a 
* diſergagement fo friendly to 


© that proviſion we ate now mak- 


c ing for another. The obſer- 


vation is new, and would in any 
place be extremely beautiful, but 
has here an infinite grace and pro- 
priety, as it ſo well confirms, by 
an inftance of great moment, the 
general theſis, That God makes It, 
at every ep, preduftive of Good. 


Er. II. EssAx on Man, 27 
To theſe we owe true friendſhip, love ſincere, LY 
Each home-felt joy that life inherits here: | 
Yet- from the ſame we learn, in a decking 
Thoſe joys, thoſe loves, thoſe int'reſts to reſign: 
Taught half, by reaſon, half by mere decay, 
To welcome death, and calmly paſs away. 260 
Whate'er the Paſſion, knowledge, fame, or pelf, 
Not one wil change his neighbour. with himſelf. 
The Learn'd is happy nature to explore, 
The Fool, is happy that he knows no more; | 
The Rich is happy in the plenty givin, 265 
The Poor contents him with the care of Heav'n. 
See the blind Beggar dance, the Cripple ings 
The Sat a hero, Lunatic a king; 

The ſtarving Chemiſt in his golden views 
Supremely bleſt, the Poet in his muſe. 270 
See ſome ſtrange comfort ev'ry ftate attend. 

And Pride beſtow'd on all, a common friend; 

See ſome fit Paſſion ev'ry age ſupply, | 

Hope travels thro*, nor quits us when we die. 
Behold the child, by Nature's kindly law, + 275 

Pleas'd with a rattle, tickled with a ſtraw : 2 

Some livelier play-thing gives his youth delight, 

A little louder, but as empty quite: 

Scarfs, garters, gold, amuſe his riper ſtage; | 

And beads and pray'r-books are the toys of age : 280 


Ver, 280. A Satire 2 the Papiſts call the Opus Operatum. 


28 EssAYT on Man, Exp. II. 
Pleas'd with this bauble ſtill, as that before; 

Till tir d he ſleeps, and Life s poor play is o'er! 

Mean-while Opinion gilds with varying rays 

Thoſe painted clouds that beautify our days; | 
Each want of happineſs by Hope ſupply'd, 285 
And each vacuity of ſenſe by Pride: Fs 
Theſe build as faſt as Knowledge can deſtroy 

In Folly's cup ſtill laughs the bubble, Joy; 

One proſpect loſt, another ſtill we gain | 
And not a vanity is givn in vain z 290 
 Evn mean Self- love becomes, by force divine, 
The ſcale to meaſure others wants by thine - 

See! and confeſs, one comfort ſtill muſt riſe, | 

Tis this, Theo? Man's a fool, yet Gop 1s WISE. 


VER. 292. See farther of the 144, 199, &c. 269, &c. and 
Uſe of this Principle in Man. Epiſt. IV. 7 356, 366. | 
Epiſt. III. 221, 124, 134 TOS. 
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EP 18 T LE "by 


Of the Nature aid State of Man with re- 


pelt to Sociely. 


ERE then we ad 6 The Univerſal C 125 
FJ „ but acts by various laws.“ 


„Acts to one end 


In all the madneſs of ſuperfluous Health, 

The trim of Pride, the impudence of Wealth, 

Let this great truth be preſent night and day; 5 
But moſt be preſent, if we preach or pray. 


Look round our World; behold the chain of Love | 


Combining all below and all above. 
de plaſtic Nature working to this end, 


The ſingle atoms each to other tend, | 10 | 


Attract, attracted. to, the next in place 
Form'd and impell d its neighbour to embrace. 


 Eptsr, III. In explaining the 
origin, uſe, and end of the Paſ- 
hons, in the ſecond epiſtle, it ha- 
ving been ſhewn that Man has ſo- 
cial as well as ſelfiſh paſſions, that 
doctrine naturally introduceth the 
third, which treats of Man as a 
act animal; and connects it 
with the ſecond, which conſidered 
him as an InDry1Duat. 


proper configuration of its iaſenſi- 


VII. 12. Form'd and im pell d 
are not words of a looſe, undi t- 
tinguiſhible meaning, thrown in 
to fill up the verſe. This is nat 
our author's way ; they are full of 
ſenſe, and of the moſt philoſophi- 


cal preciſion. For to make Mat- 


ter ſo cohere as to fit it for the 
uſes intended by its Creator, a. 


30 Es sa VON Man, 


Ep. III. 


See Matter next, with various life endu'd, 
Preſs to one centre ſtill, the gen'ral Good. 


See dying vegetables life ſuſtain, 


15 


See life diſſolving vegetate again: | 

All. forms that periſh other forms ſupply, "'y 
(By turns we catch the vital breath, and die/ 
Like bubbles on the ſea of Matter born, 

They riſe, they break, and to. that ſea return. 20 
Nothing is foreign: Parts relate to whole; | 
Oae all-extending, all-preferving Soul 


Connects each being, greateſt with the leaſt ; 


Made Beaſt in aid of Man, and Man of Beaſt ; 
All ſerv'd, all ſerving | nothing ſtands alone; 25 
The chain holds on, and, where it ends, unknown. 

Has God, thou fool! work'd ſolely for thy good, 
Thy. joy, thy paſtime, thy attire, thy food? * 
Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn, 


For him as kindly ſpread the flow'ry lawn. 
Is it for thee the lark aſcends and ſings? 


3⁰ 


Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings: 
Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat? 
Loves of his own and raptures ſwell the note: 


bie parts is as neeefſary as that 
quality fo equally and univerſally 
conferred upon it, called Attrac- 
tion. 

VI R. 22. Which, in the lan- 
guage of Sir Iſaac Newton, is, 
* Deus omniprzeſens eſt, non per 
“ virtutem folam, fed etiam per 
« ſubſtantiam: nam virtus fine 


g ſabſtantia ſubſiſtere non poteſt,” 


ns, 
VXX. 23. As acting more 
ſtrongly and immediately in beaſts, 
whoſe inſtinct is plainly an exter- 
nal reaſon; which made an old 
ſchoolman ſay, with great ele- 
gance, Deus eft anima brutorum: 


In this tis God direftio—— — 


- The bounding ſteed you pompoully beftride,  - 37 


Lives on the labours of this lord of all. 


Er. III. Es sAV on Man. 31 9 


Shares with his lord the pleaſure and the 5 

Is thine alone the feed that ftrews the plain? 

The birds of heav n ſhall. vindicate their grain: 
Thine the full harveſt of the golden year? 
Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving ſteer: 4 
The hog, that'plows not nor obeys thy call, 


Know, Nature's children all divide her care; 
The fur that warms a monarch, warm id a bear. 
While Man exclaims, . See all things for my uſe?” Jl 
« See man for mine [”” replies a pamper d gooſe; 46 - 
And juſt as ſhort of Reaſon he muſt fall; \ 
Who thinks all made fof one, not one for all. 

Grant that the powerful ſtill the weak controul, ii 
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole: 359 ij 
Nature that Tyrant checks; he only knows, = © 71" 
And helps, another creature's wants and woes. 
gay, will the falcon, ſtooping from above, 

Smit with her varying plumage, ſpare the dove? 
admires the jay the inſect's gilded wings? 5 
Or hears the hawk when Philomela ſings: 0 
an cares for all: to birds he gives his woods, 

Jo beaſts his paſtures, and to fiſh his floods; 

For ſome his Int reſt prompts him to provide, 
For more his Pleaſure, yet for more his Pride: 60 
All feed on one vain Patron, and enjoy f | 
THh' extenſive bleſſing of his luxury. x ere 
That very life his learned hunger craves, | | a _— 
He faves from famine, from the ſavage he 


32 EssAY O MAN. Ex. II. 
Nay, feaſts the animal he dooms his feaſt, by 


And, till he ends the being, makes it bleſt; 


Which ſees no more' the ſtroke, or feels the 1 
Than favour'd Man by touch etherial ſlain. 


The creature had his feaſt of life before; 


| Thou too muſt periſh, when thy feaſt is oer! 50 


To each unthinking being, Heav'n a friend, 
Gives not the, uſeleſs knowledge of its end; 1 


To Man imparts it; but with ſuch a view 


As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too: 
The hour conceal'd, and fo remote the fear, 75 


Death ſtill draws nearer, never ſeeming near. 


Great ſtanding miracle ! that Heav'n aflign'd 


Its only thinking thing this turn of mind. mY 


Whether with Reaſon, or with Inſtinct bleſt, 
Know, all enjoy that pow'r which ſuits them beſt; 8 
To bliſs alike by that direction tend, I ooze 
And find the means proportion'd to their end. 

Say, where full Inſtinct is th'unerring guide, 
What Pope or Council can they need beſide? 


| Reaſon, however able, cool at beſt, 386 
Cares not for ſervice, or but ſerves h preſt, 


Stays "till we call, and then not aften near; 

But honelt Inftin&t comes a volunteer; 

Sure never to cr hot, hut juff to hit, 

While fill too wide or ſhort i is human Wit; 90 
VrR, 68. Several of the an- firuck by . as 3 


cients, and maty of the Orierrals ſons, and rhe FA GOO 
fince, eſteemed thoſe Wo were of Hoavenw.: 


Dt << va , LPIH tw dd wad _ 


Ev. III. Ess Ax ox Mar. 
Sure by quick Nature happineſs to gain, 
Which heavier. Reaſon labqurs at in vain. "oP 
This tog ſeryes, always, Reaſon never long; 
One muſt go right, the other may go . 0 
dee then the acting and comparing po] -95 
One in their nature, which are two in OY | 
And Reaſon. raiſe o'er Inſtinct AS you can, 

In this tis God directs, in that tis Man. 
Who taught, the nations of the 1 
To ſhun their poiſon, and to chuſe their food? 300 
Preſcient, | the tides or tempe 

Build on the wave, or arch beneath the aud, 

Who made the ſpider parallels deſign, 19 Ai ot re 
Sure as De-moivre, without rule or line? 
Who bid the ſtork, e 8 —_— 


Heavy us not his own, and worlds unkno own. before? . 


Who calls the. council, ates the certain day, 


Who forms the phalanx, and who, points the way. : 


God, in the nature of each being, Jounds 


Its proper bliſs, and ſets, its, proper bounds: 120 


But as he fram'd. a Whole, the, Whole to mY 


On mutual Wants built mag, Hagpineſ +. 
So from the firſt eternal QRDER, ran, 


And creature link'd to creature, man to man- 


Whate'er of life all· quick ning æther keeps, ** 5 | 


Or breathes Hey; IRE) en 8! . 
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9 Or pours profuſe on earth; one nature feeds 


34 EssAY on:Man, Ex. III. 
The vital flame, and fwells the genial ſeeds. 
Not Man alone, but all that roam the wood, 

Or wing the sky, or roll along the flood, | 120 
Each loves itſelf, but not itſelf alone, 
Each ſex deſires alike, till two are one. T8 
Nor ends the pleaſure with the fierce embrace; 
They love themſelves, a third time, in their race. 
Thus beaſt and bird their common charge attend, 125 
The mothers nurſe it, and the fires defend 
The young diſmiſs d to wander earth or air, 

There ftops the Inſtinct, and there ends the care; 
Ide link diſſolves, each ſeeks a freſh embrace, b 

Another love fucceeds another race. 130 
A longer care Man's helpleſs kind demands; Ee. 
That longer care contracts more laſting bands: 
Reflection, Reaſon, ſtill the ties improve, 

At once extend the int reſt, and the love 3; 
With choice we fix, with ſympathy we burn; 135 
Each Virtue in each Paſſion takes its turn; 
And ſtill new needs, new helps, new habits riſe, 
That graft benevolence on charities. | 
Still as one brood, and as another roſe, hag 
Theſe nat'ral love maintaln'd, habitual cl: 140 
The laſt, ſcarce ripen'd into perfect Man, 
Saw helplefs him from whom their life began: 
Mem'ry and fore-caſt juſt returns engage, 
That pointed back to youth, this on to age; 
While pleafure, gratitude, and hope, combin 4 145 
Still ſpread the int'reſt, and preſery'd the kind. 


* 


Er. III. Ess ax on Man. 35 
Nor think, in Na ru Arz See 4 
The ſtate of Nature was the reign of God: | 
Self-love and Social at her birth began, 3 
Pride then was not; nor Arts, that Pride to aid; _ 
Man walk'd with beaſt, joint tenant of the ſhade ; . 

The fame his table, and the ſame his bed; 

No murder cloath'd him, and no murder fed. 

In the ſame temple, the reſounding wood, 155 
All vocal beings hymn'd their equal Gd: 

The ſhrine with gore unſtain d, wich gold e 
Unbrib'd, unbloody, ſtood the blameleſs prieſt: 
Heav'n's attribute was Univerſal Care 
And Man's prerogative to rule, but ſpare. 160 
Ah! how unlike the man of times to come! 
Of half that live the butcher and the tomb; 

Who, foe to Nature, hears the gen ral gran, 
Murders their ſpecies, and betrays his own, r 
But juſt diſeaſe to luxury ſucceeds, 165 
And ev'ry death it's own avenger breeds; 8 7 
The Fury-pafſions from that blood began, | 
And turn'd on Man a fiercer- favage, Man. 
See him from Nature riſing flow to Art! 


To copy Inſtinct then was Reaſon s part 3 5 
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36 EssAT ow Max. Bb. * 

Thus then to Man the Wee of Nature ſpake— 

«© Go, from the Creatures thy inſtructions take: 

Learn from the bird what food the thickets field; 

<< Learn from the beaſts the phyfic of the field; 

« Thy arts of building from the bes receives 175 

c Earn of the mole to plow, the worn bo weave; 

Learn of the little Nautilus to fail, 1 

ce Spread the thin bar, aid catch the driving Ble. 

< Here too all forms df focial union find, | 

« And hence let Reaſon, late, inſtruct Mankind: 186 

< Here ſubterranean works and cities ſte; © | 
<< There towns aerial on the Waving tree. | | 
& Learn each ſmall Peoplꝰs genius, 3 e | 
iN The Ant's republic, and the realm of Bees | 
1 « How thoſe in common All their wealth beſtow, 5 

1. % And Anarchy without confuſion know; | | 
18} 4 And theſe for ever, tho“ a Monarch reien, A | 
Wl. << Their ſep'rate cells And properties malntain. in 4 

178 % Mark what unvaty'd Abs preſerve each Hate, 

* <, Laws wiſe as Nature, and. a5 fd as Fats. 195 
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VX. 173. n common ra- Vr. 1. Orbis Ehle, 
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ctice amongſt navigators,” whe lib. j. this ſiſh in the fol 
thrown upon a defart coaſt,” und i 25 ie ef: „ They fwim 

of refreſuments, to obſerve on the — of. {2 on” 
Ih fruits 2 touched by the back of their elles w 


the birds, and to venture on thoſe ** exactly reſemble the hulk — a 
without further ſerupfleQ.. :, © ſhip z they raiſe nel 55 like , | 
VER. 174. See Pliny's N. H. « maſts, and exte 


I. viii. c. 27. where ſeveral in- 44 between, which yah 
ſiances'are given of animals dif- ©, the other two *. gy employ - 
covering the medicinal efficacy of « as dars at the ſide · They, ate 


herbs, by their own uſe of them, « L uſually ſeen * the Mediterrar , 
and pointing out to ſome operations nean.“ 
in phyſic Wt own practice. 
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Ep. III. ESSATYT ON MAN. oF 
« In vain thy Reaſon finer webs ſhall draw, © © 
« Entangle Juftice in her net of Law, N 
« And right, too rigid, harden into wrong; 
« Still for the ſtrong tov weak, the weak too ſtrong, 
« Yet go! and thus o'er all the creatures ſway, 195. 
« Thus let the wifer make the reſt obey, 
« And for thoſe Arts mere Inſtinct could afford, 
« Be crown'd as Monarchs, or as Gods ador'd. _ 
Great Nature ſpoke; obſervant Men obey d 
Cities were built, Societies were made: 1 
Here roſe one little ſtate; another neut 
Grew by like means, and join'd, thro” love or ſear. pf 
Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend, 3 
And there the ſtreams in purer rills deſcend ?”. ? 
What War could raviſh, Commerce could hon, 
And he return'd a friend, who came a foe. © 206 a 
Converſe and Love mankind might ſtrongly draw, 8 
When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law. 
Thus States were form'd ; the name of King unknown, 
Till common intreſt plac'd the ſway in one. 210 
"Twas VIRTUE ONLY (or in arts or arm, 
Diffuſing bleſſings, . or averting harms) +. l 480. 
The ſame which in a Sire the Sons obey'd; eee 
A Prince the Father of a People made. A of 225 
Till then, by Nature crown'd, each Patriarch ſate, 
King, prieſt, and parent of his growing ſtate; ä 216 


Ver. 208. i. | When men had maſter of a"fotnily had for Kot | 


no need to guard their native li- under hi re being Het n 
berty from their governors by civil curity. * 


pattions 3 the love which each 
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Till drooping, ſick 
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386 Esta on n 


Ep. i | 


On him, thei ſecond Providence, they 20 
Their law his eye, their oracle his tongue. e 


Hie from the wond' ring furrow call'd the ſood. 


Taught to command the fire, controul the flood, * 


Dray forth the monſters of th abyſs F 


rn 84 05 4 L 


ning, dying, they bun 


Whom de revr'd e God nenn Man, 5 
Then, looking up from fire to ſire, explor d 225 
One great firſt father, and that firſt ador d. 

Or plain tradition that this All begun, 

Convey'd unbroken faith from fire to "Fg wo 
The worker from the work diſtinct was known, 
And ſimple Reaſon never ſought but one: 230 
E'er Wit oblique had broke that ſteddy light, _ 
Man, like his Maker, ſaw that all was right, 

To Virtue, in the paths of Pleaſure, trod, 

And own'd a Father when he own'd a God. 55 
Love all the faith, and all th'allegiance then ; 4 235 


F or Nature knew no right divine in Men, 


Ver. 219. 1. He ſubdued 
the intractability of all the four 


elements, and made them ſubſer- 


vient to the uſe of Man. 
VIX. 225. 
makes their more ſerious atten- 
tion to Religion to have ariſen, 
not from their - gratitude amidſt 
abundance, but from their help- 
leſsneſs in diftreſs. 3 by * 
that during the former Kate they 
teſled in ſecond cauſes, the imme- 


The poet here- 


#5 


diate authors of their ble 
whom they revered as God: * 


that in the other. they Teaſoard 
vp to the Firſt ; 


Then loking i [front fire to fire, oe 
This, I am afraid, is but too true 


a a repreſentation of human nature. 


Ver. 231. A beautiful allu- 


Gon to the elfotts of. the 


glaſs on the rays of lights, 


{ * 


ö 


Ep. III. 


Force firſt made Conqueſt, and that conqueſt, Lan 


Ess Ar oN Man. . 2 


No ill could fear in God; and underſtood 


A ſov'reign being but a ſov'reign good. 

True faith, true policy, united ran, | 4 
That was but love of God, and this of Man. 246 
' Who firſt taught ſouls enſlay'd, and realms undone, 
Th'enormous faith of many made for one; [17 DIL 
That proud exception to all Nature's laws, = 
T'invert the world, and counter- work its Cauſe 25 


Till Superſtition taught the tyrant awe, 246 
Then ſhar'd the Tyranny, then lent it ad. 
And Gods of Conqu'rors, Slaves of Subjects made: 
She midſt the light'ning's blaze, and thunder's ſound; 
When rock' d . n enen 
ground, "250 
She taught the hk to bend, the proud to pray, | 
To Pow'r unſeen, and mightier far than they: 
She, from the rending earth and burſting; ſkies, 
Saw Gods deſcend, and fiends infernal rife : La 
Here fix'd the dreadful, there. the bleſt abodes ; + 255 
Fear made her Devils, r 
Gods partial, changeful, paſponste, unjvſt. 
Whoſe attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luft; | 
Such as the ſouls of cowards might conceive, - - 
And, form'd like tyrants, tyrants would believe. 260 
Zeal then, not charity, became the guide, 
And hell was built on ſpite, and heavy n on pride. — 


Ver. 262. This might very without being received there on. 
well be ſaid of thoſe times, when the footing of a God. 
no one was content to * n 
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4⁰ Eb VON Mani Ev. in 
Then ſacred ſeem'd. th'etherial vault no more 
Altars grew marble, then, and reek d with gore: 
Then firſt the Flamen taſted living food ; _ | 26s 
Next his grim idol ſmear'd with human blood; tizd 1 
With Heav'n's own, thunders ſhook/the world — 


And play'd the God an engine an his ſoe. 4r 


So drives Self-love, thro juſt and thro' unjuſt, -. 
To one Man's pow'r, ambition, lucre, Juſt: -: 7 


Of what reſtrains him, Government and Laws. | 
For, what one likes if others like as well,. 1 | 
What ſerves one will, when many wills rebel? | 
How ſhall he keep, what, ſleeping or awake, 0 l 
A weaker may ſurpriſe, a ſtronger take? b 
His ſafety muſt his liberty reſtrain: 6 ] 
All join to guard what each defites to gain. 1 
Forc'd into. virtue thus by Self-defence, 1 oF 
Ev'n Kings learn d juſtice and ae ee a. abs 
Self- love forſook the path it firſt purſu d, Wing 
And found the private in the public good. I 
Twas then, the ſtudious 'head or genes mind, 
Follow'r of God or friend of buman Kind," { 
Poet or Patriot, toſe but to reſtore” © 255 
The Faith dun NESS Natire gave before; | WY 
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Er. III. Es8ay. on Many . a 
Re-lum'd her ancient light, not kindled new ; 
If not God's i image, yet his ſhadow. drew : _ 
Taught Pow'r's due uſe to People and to Kings, 
Taught nor to flack, nor ſtrain its tender Arings, 290 


w CT 3 — 


The leſs, or greater, ſet ſo juſtly truc˖c 4 


That touching one muſt ſtrike the other too; 
Till jarring int'reſts of themſelves create 
Th' according muſic of a well-mix'd State. Bo 
Such is the World's great harmony, that ſprings 29 5 
From Order, Union, full Conſent of things!!! 
Where ſmall and great, where weak and mighty, made 
To ſerve, not ſuffer, ſtrengthen, not invade, | 
More pow'rful each as needful to the reſt, 
And, in proportion as it bleſſes, bleſt, - 300 
Draw to one point, and to one centre bring 
Beaſt, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King. 
For Forms of Government let fools conteſt; 
Whate'er is beſt adminiſter'd is beſt : 
For Modes of Faith let graceleſs zealots fight; 305 
His can't be wrong whoſe life is in the right; - 
In Faith and Hope the world will diſagree, 
But a Me concern is Charity: 
Ven. 288. 3 reverencing veral forms of # legitimate pol 
that truth which tells us that this VII. 305+ i. & About the ſe- 
full diſcovery was reſerved for tbe -veral modes of the Chriſtian faith 
Gliricus Goſpel of Chrift, who is the as explained and inforced by hu- 
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42 Ess Ax o Man. Er. III. 


And all of God, that bleſs Mankind or mend. 
Man, like the gen'rous vine, ſupported lives; 
The ſtrength he gains is from th'embrace he gives. 


On their own Axis as the Planets run, 


Yet make at once their circle round the Sun b 


So two conſiſtent motions act the Soul; | 2s 


And one regards Itſelf, and one the Whole. 
Thus God and Nature link'd the gen'ral frame, 
And bade Self-love and Social be the ſame. 
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EPISTLE IV. 


of the Nature and State of Man with - 
| el to Hoppinefi.. 


Ou 3 our being's end and FW 5 
Good, Pleaſure, Eaſe, Content! winter thy 


name: 
That ſomet hing ſtill which prompts thi eternal AY 
For which we bear to live, or dare to die, . 


Which ſtill ſo near us, yet beyond us lies, 3 
O'er-look'd, ſeen double, by the fool, and wiſe. 
Plant of celeſtial ſeed ! if dropt below,  - - A 


Say, in what mortal ſoil thou deign'ſt to grow? 

Fair op'ning to ſome Court's, propitious ſhine, . 

Or deep with di'monds in the flaming mine? 10 
Twin'd with the wreaths Parnafſian lawrels Tas... 
Or reap'd i in iron harveſts of the. beld? b 


| Eptsr. IV. The, two Vane 6. O'erlook'd by "thoſe 1 
ing epiſt les having conſidered .who place E apriaet in ane (ue RA 1 1 
Hith regard to the Means, that exelufive of Virtue z ſeen double 1 

; 


V, in all his relations, whether '. by thoſe who 2 

5 a Member of e 
comes to confider curing Happineſs 3 

hn EI Ee — general miſtakes ES 


i, Happineſs. | h nn 


1 * 
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4444 Exgsay on Man. 


Where grows? where grows it not ?—If vain our 


Ep. IV, 


We ought to blame the culture, not the ſoil : | [toil; 
Fix'd to no ſpot is Happineſs ſincere, 1 


: *Tis no where to be found, or ev'ry where 


*Tis never to be bought, but always free, 


And fled from Monarchs, ST. Joan! dwells with hos: 


- Aſk of the Learn'd the way, the Learn'd are blind, 
This bids to ſerve, and that to ſhun mankind; 20 
Some place the bliſs in action, ſome in eaſe, 

Thoſe call it Pleaſure, and Contentment theſe; 


Some ſunk to Beaſts, find pleaſure end in painz 


Some ſwelld to Gods, confeſs ev'n Virtue vain; 
Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, SE 
To truſt in ev'ry thing, or doubt of all. 

Who thus define it, ſay they more or leſs 
Than this, that Happineſs is Happineſs ? 
Take Nature's path, and mad Opinion $ leave, 
All Frog can reach it, and al heads conceive 3 30 


Ven. 21. 1. Thoſe who place 
ppineſs, or the ſummum bonum, 
in Pleaſure, Hd, ſuch as the 


count the Hedonic. 2. Thoſe 
who place it in a certain tranquil- 
lity or calmneſs of Mind, which 
they call EuU8uula, ſuch as the 
Democritic ſet. 3. The _ 
rean. 4+ The Stoic. . The 
Protagorean, which h 4 that 
Man was mdylwy Aran fl vo, 
the meaſure of all things. 6. The 


deeptic ; Whole abſolute Doubt i % 


with great judgment, ſaid to be the 
effect of Indolence, as well as the 


abſolute Truſt of the Protagore · 
Cyrenaic ſect, called on that ac- 


an: For the ſame dread of labour 
attending the ſearch of truth, 
which makes this latter preſume 
it to be always at band, makes 
"the former conclude it is never ſo 
be found. The only difference is 
that the lazineſs of the one is de- 
ſponding, and the lazineſs of the 
other ſanguine; yet both can give 
it 2 —_ name, aud Call it Haę 
pinels, 


* 


Ev. IV. EssA on Man, _ 45 
Obvious her gogds, in no extreme they dwell, * 
There needs but thinking right, and meaning well A 
And mourn our various portions as we pleaſe, 
Equal is Common Senſe, and Common Eaſe, 

Remember, Man, © the Univerſal Cauſe _— 
4 Adds not by partial, but by gen'ral laws; 
And fakes what Happineſs we juſtly call 
' Subſiſt not in the good of one, but all. 

There's not a bleſſing Individuals find, | 
But ſome way leans and hearkens to the kind, 40 
No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with pride, 

No cavern'd Hermit, reſts ſelf-ſatisfy*d. * 

Who moſt to ſnhun or hate Mankind pretend, 

Seek an admirer, or would fix a friend. © 
Abſtract what others feel, what others think, >" 
All pleaſures ſicken, and all glories ſink ; | 

Each has his ſhare; and who would more obrain, 

Shall find, the pleaſure pays not half the pain. . 

ORDER is Heav'n's firſt law; and this confeſt, 
Some are, and muſt be, greater than the reſt, 50 
More rich, more wiſe ; but who infers from hence - 
That ſuch are happier, ſhocks all common ſenſe. 
Heav'n to Mankind impartial we confeſs, 

If all are equal in their Rr | 


VER. 49. 1 e. Tho firſt 1 a God firſt appeaſed the diſorders 7 
by God relates to Order; which is Chaos, and ſcparated the light 
' a beautiful alluſion to the Scrip- - from the darkneſs. + 
ture hiſtory of the Creation, when | 


4 
46 Es sT on Max, Er. IV. 
But mutual wants this Happineſs increaſe, 5 
All Nature's diff 'rence keeps all Nature's peace. 
Condition, circumſtance is not the thing ; 
Elis is the fame in ſubject or in king, 
In who obtain defence, or who defend, | 
In him who is, or him. who finds a friend: bo 
Heav'n breaths thro ev'ry member of the whole 
One common blefling, as one common ſoul. 
But Fortune's gifts if each alike poſleſt, 
And each wefe equal, muſt not all conteſt? | 
If then to all Men Happineſs was meant, 65 
God in Externals could not place Content. | 
Fortune her gifts may variouſly diſpoſe, 
And theſe be happy call'd, unhappy thoſe ; 
But Heav'n's juſt balance equal will appear, | 
While thoſe are plac'd in Hope, and theſe in Fear: 70 
Not preſent good or ill, the joy, or. curſe, 8 
But future views of better, or of worſe. 
Oh ſons of earth! attempt ye {till to riſe, 
By mountains pil'd on mountains, to the ſkies? 
Heav'n ſtill with laughter the vaim toil ſurveys, 75 
And buries madmen in the heaps they raiſe. 8 
Know, all the good that individuals find, 
Or God and Nature meant to mere Mankind; 5 
Reaſon's whole pleaſure, all the joys of Senſe, 
; a in three words, Health, 9 and N 


"Ven. + 79+ This is the moſt beau- all we feel of good i is by ſenſation 
tiful paraphraſis for Happineſs for and reflexion. 


Ee. IV. 


Essay on Man. 47 


But Health conſiſts with Temperance alone, "= 
And Peace, oh Virtue ! Peace is all thy own. 

The good or bad the gifts of Fortune gain, 

But theſe leſs taſte them, as they worſe obtain. 

Say, in purſuit of profit or delight, 8 
Who riſk the moſt, that take wrong means, or right? 
Of Vice or Virwe, whether bleſt or curſt, 

Which meets contempt, or which compaſiion firſt ? 
Count all th'advantage profp'rous Vice attains, 

Tis but what Virtue flies from and diſdains: 90 
And grant the bad what happineſs they wou'd, 

One they muſt want, which is, to paſs for good. 

Oh blind to truth, and God's whole ſcheme below, 
Who fancy Bliſs to Vice, to Virtue Woe! __ 
Who ſees and follows that great ſcheme the beſt, 95 
Beſt knows the bleſſing, and will moſt be bleſt. 
But fools the Good alone unhappy call, 

For ills or accidents that chance to all. 
See FALKLAND dies, the virtuous and the juſt! _ 
See god-like TURENNE proſtrate on the duſt! 100 


Ver. 82. Conſcious Innocence 
( (ſays the poet) is the only ſcurce 
of Interna! Peace, and known In- 
nocence, of External ; therefore, 
Peace is the ſole iſſue of Virtue ; 
or, in his own emphatic words, 
Peace is all thy oxon; a conclufive 
' obſervation in his argument, which 
ſtands thus: Is Happineſs 9 
placed in Externals ? No; for 


conſiſis in Health, Peace, and 
Competence. Health and Com- 


petence are the product of * 


Ver. 100. This epithet has a 
peculiar juftnefs 3 ac great man 
to whom it is applied not being 
diftinguiſhed from other generals 
for any of hk ſuperior qualities ſo 
much as for his providential care 
of thoſe whom he led to War; 
which was fo extraordinary, that 
his chief purpoſe in taking on 
himſelf the command of armies, 
ſcems to have been the preferva- 


* 


4 


48 Ess AY ON Max, 
See SIDNEY bleeds amid the martial ſtrife! 


Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of Life ? 
Say, was it Virtue, more tho Heav'n ne'er gave, 


Lamented Dicsy ! ſunk thee to the grave? 


Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire, 
Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire? 
Why drew Marſeille's good biſhop purer breath, 


When Nature ficken'd, and each gale was death? 
Or why ſo long (in life if long can. be) 


Lent Heav'n a parent to the poor and me:? 


What makes all phylical or moral ill? 
There deviates Nature, and here wanders Will. 
God ſends not ill ; if rightly underſtood, | 
Or partial Ill is univerſal Good, | 
Or Chabge admits, or Nature lets it fall, 115 
Short, and but rare, 'till Man improv'd it all. 
We juſt as wiſely might of Heav'n complain, 
That righteous Abel was deſtroy d by Cain; 
As that the virtuous ſon is ill at eaſe, 


When his lewd father gave the dire diſeaſe. . 
Think we, like ſome weak Prince, th Eternal Cauſe 
| Prone for his fav'rites to reverſe his laws? 


tion of Mankind. In this god- 
like care he was more diſtinguiſh- 
ably employed throughout the 
whole courſe of that famous cam- 
paign in which he loſt his life. 
Ver. 110. Th's laſt inſtance 
of the poet's illuſtration of the 
ways of Providence, the reader 
ſees, has a peculiar elegance; 
- where a tribute of piety to a ol 


rent is paid in a return of thanks 
to, and made ſubſervient of his 
vindication of, the Great Giver 
FT Father of all things, The 

ther of the authcr, a perſon 
of great piety and charity, died 


the year this poem was finiſhed, | 


VIZ. 1733 
Ver. 121. Agreeably hereun- 


to, holy Scripture, in its accαοtt 


Er. W. 


105 


110 


120 


Ep, I. Beta: ON Max. 


Shall burning Etna, if a ſage requires, 
F. orget to thunder, and recall her fires? _ 
On air or ſea new motions be impreſt, 5 125 Ie 
Oh blameleſs Bethel ! to relieve thy breaſt? | Bas 
When the looſe mountain trembles from on high, 
Shall gravitation ceaſe, if you go by? „„ pe 1 
Or ſome old temple, nodding to its fal, _ 
For Chartres head reſerve the hanging wall? 
But till this world (fo fitted for the 5 & 
Contents us not. A better ſhall we haye ? "wh 


A kingdom of the Juſt then let it be: 5 Ny 5 


But firſt conſider how thoſe Juſt agree: 
The good muſt merit God's peculiar care; 13 
But who, but God, can tell us who they are? | 
One thinks on Calvin Heav'n's own ſpirit fell, 
Another deems him inſtrument of bell; 
If Calvin feel Heay'n's bleſſing, or its rod, ; 
This cries there is, and that, beds mel” re 
What ſhocks one part will edify the reſt, _ 
Nor with one ſyſtem can they. all be bleſt. 
The very beſt will variouſly incline, 

And what rewards your Virtue, baum mine. 


of things under the common pro- Ves. 123. Allodicg to the 
vidente of Heaven, never repte- fate of thoſe two great Naturalifts, 
ſents miracles-as wrought foF the Empedocles and Pliny, who both 
ſake of him who is the object of periſhed by too near an approach 
them, but in order to give credit to tna and Veſuvius, while they 
to ſome of God's extraordinaty were exploring the cauſe of their 
3 to Mankind, eruption. of 


80 Essav on Mm. Ep. IV. 
Whatever IS, is RIGHT,” — This world, tis true, 7 
Was made for Cæſar— but for Titus too: 1 46 
And which more bleſt? who chain d his country, ay, 
Or he whoſe Virtue ſigh'd to loſe a day? N 

« But ſometimes Virtue ſtarves, while Vice i is fed. 
What then? Is the reward of Virwe bread? - 155 | 
That, Vice may merit; tis the price of toil ; | 

he knave deſerves it, when he tills the ſoil, 

he knave deſerves . when he tempts the main, 
Where Folly fights for kings, or dives for gain. 
The good man may be weak, be indolent, 155 
Nor is his claim to plenty, but content, _ Wo 
But grant him Riches, your demand is o er? 
% No—ſhall the good want Health, the good want 

„„ | ad Wo 

Add Health, and Pow'r, and ev' vs earthly thing ; ; 
&« Why bound Pow'r? why private? why no king ge 
Nay, why external for internal giv We: © 6 
Why i is not Man a God, and Earth a Heav'n? 
Who aſk and reaſon thus, will ſcarce. conceive 
God gives enough, while he has more to give: 
Immenſe the pow'r, immenſe were the demand ; 165 
Say, at what part of nature will they ſtand? 
What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 

_  *Theſoul's calm fun- ſhine, and the heart-felt joy, 
'E Virtue's prize : A better would you fix? 8 
"Then give Humility a coach and fix,” 170 

Juſtice a Conq'ror's ſword, or Truth a gown, + 
Or Public Spirit its great cure, a Crown. a 
Weak, fooliſh man! will Heav'n reward us there 
With the ſame traſh mad mortals wiſh for here ? 


Er. IV. Fey! oN ad, 1. 
The Boy and Man an individaat makes, - E 175 
Yet ſigh'ft thou now for apples and for cakes ? 3 
Go, lte the Indian, in andther life 
Pipes thy dag, "thy bottle, and thy wife: 
As well as dream ſuch trifles are aſſign d. 
As toys and empires, for a god-like mind. 2 180 


Rewards, "that either would to Virtue bring x 
No joy, or be deſtructive of the e 
How oft by theſe at ſixty are undone 
The virtues of a ſaint at twenty-one ! 5 

To whom can Riches give Repute, or - Tri, 1 
Content, or Pleaſure, but the Good and Jie" D F 
Judges and Senates have been bought for F [9 27% 
Eſteem and Love were never to be fold, * 
Oh fool! to think God hates the worthy ae!" 105 
The lover and the love of human-kihd, * #6; 
Whoſe life is healthful, and whoſe conſcience char; 
Becauſe he wants a thouſand pounds a year. +. 

Honour and ſhame from no. Condition rife; 
Act well your part, there all the honotfr lies. 1 
Fortune in Men has ſome fmall diff'rence eng y ; 
One' flaunts in Tags, one flutters a N 


Cn ; ; © +713 22 . ® af as b — 187 
einn _ 
Ven. 17 77; Alluding to 3 As wm. 
the 


Example Indian in Ey. I. 2 
y 99- and ſhewing that that ex- rr Ln 'Chavty became + 


— Gui 
ample was not given to diſcredit 
any rational hopes of future ha 4rd 2 ip 2 * 
pineſs, but only to ſhew the folly 
G2 


of ſeparating them ay Sc 


$2 E884vy,on Max. Ee. Iv, 
The cobler apron'd, and the parſon gown! 

The frier hooded, and the monarch crown” 
** What differ more (you cry) than crowh jr 11 2 
TI tell you, friend] a Wiſe man and a Fool. 


You'll find, if once the monarch acts the I 


Or, cobler-like, the: parſon will be drunk, 5 i 
Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow; 
'The reſt is all but leather or prunella. | 

Stuck o'er with titles and hung round with firings, 


That thou may ſt be by kings, or whores of kings. 206 
| Poaſt the pure blood of an illuſtrious, fr 


In quiet flow from Lucrece to Lucrechy”.. 


But by your father's worth if your's you rats, 
Count me thoſe only who were good and. great. 219 


Go! if your ancient, but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro' ſcoundrels ever ſince the flood, 
Go!] and pretend your family is young; 


Nor own, your fathers have been fools ſo long. 


What can ennoble ſots, or ſlaves, or cowards?. 2 I 5 


Alas not all the blood of all the Ho AR DS. * 


Look next on Greatneſs; ſay where Greatneſs lies? 
e Where, but among the Heroes and the Wiſe?” 

Heroes are much the ſame, the point's agreed, | 
From Macedonia's madman to the Swede; 220 


The whole ſtrange purpoſe of their lives, to find, | 


Or make, an enemy of all mankind ! 


Not one looks ma hes onward ſtill he goes, 


Yet neer looks forward farther than his noſe,” 1 
No leſs alike the Politic and Wiſe, | 225 
All * flow things, with circumſpective eyes; 


Er. IV. Es Ar on Ma, 33 

Men in their looſe unguarded houi they take. I 

Not that themſelves are wiſe, but others weak. 

But grant that thoſe can conquer, theſe can ane © 

Tis phraſe abſurd to call a Villain Great 230 

Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly iin, 

Is but the more a fool, the more a knave. 

Who noble ends by noble means obtains, 

Or failing, ſmiles in exile or in chains 

Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed. 238 

Like Soctates, that Man is great indeed. 
What's Fame? a fancy d. life in others breath, 

A thing beyond us, ev before our death. ot 

Juſt what you hear, you have, and what's unknown 

The fame (my Lord) if T ully's, or your own. - 240 

All that we feel of it begins and ends _ 

In the ſmall circle of our foes or friends; | 

To all beſide as much an empty ſhade, 

An Eugene living, as a Cæſar dead, 

Alike or when, or where, they ſhone, or ſhine, 245 5 

Or on the Rubicon, or on the Ruine. 

A Wit's a feather, and a Chief a rod; 

An honeſt Man's the nobleſt work of God. or 

Fame but from death a villain's name can ſave, 

As Juſtice tears his body from. the grave, 230 

When what t'oblivion better were reſign d, more 

Is hung on high, to poiſon half mankind. 

All fame is foreign, but of true deſert, 

Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart: : 

One ſelf-approving hour whole years out-weighs - 2 25 5 f 

Of ſtupid ſtarers, and of loud huzzas; r 


„% Bear o Man Er. 1; 
And more true q Marcellus exil'd feels 
Than Cæſar with a ſenate at his heels. - 

In Parts ſuperior what advantage be! 2 3:10.66 
Tell (for You-can) what is it to be wiſe? 260 

Tis but to know how little can be TRA "od 7 
To: ſee all others faults, and feel our on; . 
Condemn'd in bus neſs or in arts to ae wh if 
Without a ſecond, or without a judge: 
Truths would you teach, or ſave a ſinking land f 265 
All fear, none aid you, and few underſtand. KY 
Painful preheminence] yourſelf to vie, 
Above life's weakneſs, and its comforts too- 

Bring then thefe bleſlings to a ſtrict tecount; * 
Make fair deductions, ſee to what they mount. 270 
How much of other e ch is ſure to coſt; i. 
How each for other oft is wholly loſt; 

How inconſiſtent greater goods with theſe ; 
How ſometimes life is riſqu'd, and always eaſe: - -. 
Think, and if ſtill the things thy envy call, 275 
Say, would'ſt thou be the Man to whom they fall! Fi 
To ſigh for ribbands if thou art-ſo „ 
Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Bye- 

Is yellow dirt the paſſion of thy life? 
Look but on Gripus, or on Gripus' wife: 230 
If Parts allure thee, think how Bacon ſhin d. 
The wiſeſt, * meaneft of mankind: +: 


4, 1 * 


1 


1 — 


Ven. 281. 289. Theſe two does not afford two other . 
"inftances are choſen with great Bacon diſcovered and laid down 
zudgment; 3 the world, * thoſe principles, by 27 aſſiſtance 


8 Be, Iv. 


Es5av on Mans 35 
Or raviſh'd with the whiſtling, of a Nam, :: 
See Cromwell, damn'd to everlaſting fame! _ + 
If all, united, thy ambition call, A 285 | 


* 


From ancient ſtory learn to ſcorn them all, 

There, in the rich, 'the honour'd, fam'd, and great, 
See the falſe ſcale of Happineſs complete ! _ 

In hearts of Kings, or arms of Queeps who lay, 


How happy ! thoſe to. ruin, theſe. hetray, | 398) ; 


* 


Mark by what. wretched ſte;s their glory grows, 
From dirt and ſea- weed as proud Venice roſe; 
In each how guilt and greatneſs equal ran, 


And all that rais'd the Hero, ſunk the Man. | 
Now Europe's laurels on their brows behold, 295 


Hut ſtain'd with blood, or ill exchang'd for cold” 


Then ſee them broke with toils, or ſunk in eaſe, 


- 
- 


Or infamous for plunder d provinccs. bs 


of which Newton * . to 
unfold the whole law of Nature. 
He was no leſs eminent, for the 


creative power of his imagination, 


the brightiefs of his thoughts; 
and the force of his expreſſion; 
Yet being convicted and puniſhed 
for bribery and corruption in the 
adminiſtration of Juſtice, While 
he preſided in the ſupreme Court 
of Equity, he endeavodted to re- 
pair his ruined fortanes by the 
moſt profligate Hattery, to, the 
Court. 

Cromwell forme. to be F ſtin- 
guiſhed in the moſt eminent man- 
ner, with regard to his abilities, 


7 - 


* 


from all Aber Hts and wicked 


men, who have overturned the 
liberties of their Country. The 
times in which others ſucceeded in 


this attempt were ſuch as ſaw the 


ſpirit of liberty ſuppreſſed and 


ſtifled by a general luxury a 
venality: Bur Cromwell ſubdu 
his country when this (pirit was at 
its height, by a ſucceſsful ſtiuggle 
againſt court-oppreflion, and while 


it way conducted and ſupported by a 


ſet of the greateſt Genius's for go- 
vernment the world ever faw em- 
barked together in one come 
cauſe. 


* 
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£6 Es SAY ON Man, Ep. IV. 
Oh wealth ill-fated ! which no act of fame | ö 
Fer taught to ſhine, or ſanQtify'd from ſhame ! 300 
What greater bliſs attends their cloſe of life? 

Some greedy minion, or imperious wife, 

The trophy'd arches, ſtory'd halls invade, | 
And haunt their ſlumbers in the pompous ſhade, © ' 
Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 306 
Compute the morn and ev'ning to the day; 

The whole amount of that enormous fame, 


5 A Tale, that blends their glory with their ſhame ! 


Know then this truth (enough for Man to know) 
& Virtue alone is Happineſs below. 3210 
The only point where human blifs ſtands fill, | 
And taſtes the good without the fall to ill ; 
Where only Merit conſtant pay receives, 
Is bleſt in what it takes, and what it gives; 
The joy unequal'd, if its end it gain, 319 
And if it loſe, attended with no pain: 
Without ſatiety, tho' e' er ſo bleſt, _ 
And but more reliſh'd as the more diſtreſs'd : 
The broadeſt mirth un feeling Folly wears, . 
Leſs pleaſing far than Virtue's very tears. 320 
Good, from each object, from each place acquir'd, 
For ever exercis'd, yet never tir d; 
Never elated, while one man's oppreſs d; 
Never dejected, while another's bleſs d; ; 
And where no wants, no wiſhes can remain, 929 
Since but to wiſh more Virtue, is to gain. | 

See | the ſole bliſs Heav'n could on all beſtow ; 
Which who but feels can taſte, but thinks can know; 


Ev. IV. Ess av on Max. 
Vet poor with 1 and with learning blind, 


4. : - 
A | | 


The bad muſt miſs; the good, untaught, will find: 


Slave to no ſect, who takes no private road, 
Bat looks thro Nature, up to Nature's God; 


Joins heav'n and earth, and mortal and divine ; ; 
Sees, that no being any bliſs can know, - _ 
But touches ſome above, and ſome below ; 
Learns, from this union of the riſing Whole, 
The firſt, laſt purpoſe of the human foul; 


33r 
Purſues that Chain which links th'immenſe deſign, 


335 


* 


And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all 1 
All end, in Lovx of Gop, and Lovx of Max. 340 


For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goals 
And opens ſtill, and opens on his ſoul, 


Till lengthen'd on to Faith, and unconfin? 4 4 | 


It pours the bliſs that fills up all the mind. 
He ſees, why Nature plants in Man alone 


—— 


Hope of known bliß, td Fic in li akon 


(Nature, whoſe dictates to no other kind 


Are giw'n in vain, but what they ſeek they * 


Wiſe is her preſent; ſhe connects in this 
' His greateſt Virtue with his greateſt Bliſs, 


At once his own bright proſpect to be bleſt, 


And ſtrongeſt motive to aſſiſt the reſt. 
Self- love thus puſh'd to ſocial, to divine, 


Gives thee to make thy neighbour's'bleſſin 8 th n 
35. 


Is this too little for the boundleſs heart? 
Extend it, let thy enemies have 9 EP 
4H 


8 


WW is ar on Max. Er. IV. 
Graſp the whole worlds of Reaſon, Life, and Senſe, q 
In one cloſe ſyſtem of Benevolence: 
HFappier as kinder, in whate'er degree, 
And height of Bliſs but height of Charity. 360 
Sol loves from Whole to Parts: But human 
foul . 
| Muſt riſe From Individual to the Whole. 
 Self-love but ſerves the virtyous mind to wake, 
As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake ; 
The centre mov'd, a circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 365 
Another ſtill, and ftill another ſpreads, | 
Friend, parent, neighbour, firſt it will ben 
5 His country next, and next all human race, 
Wide and more wide, th'o'erflowings of the mind 
Take ev'ry creature in, of ev'ry kind; 370 
Earth ſmiles around, with boundleſs bounty bleſt, 
Had Heav'n beholds its image in his breaſt. 
Come then, my Friend, my Genius, come along, 
On maſter of th po, and the ſong ! 


VII. 373 · This noble Apoſ- 8 which, as from 1 LAAS 
We - 2 he, by which the Poet — Longinus dedaceth the Sun iE A. 
Aides the Eſſay in an addreſs to 
his friend, will furniſh a Critic 1. The firſt and chief is 4 
with Examples of every one of Grandeur and Sublimity of Concep< 
| thoſe five SN of ans, tion ; 


| b 1. nes pubs 
« 45.00 79 eg} rde von crig dr Conv. 2. &a/Trgov di 73 58 3 5 
\ Dooia5ixiy π 90 ig Naa hy TX near WAA TG H z 
edles. 5: Istrlu. * 9 alria, & cuynbilt c 4 wed iavrõe 
ala, 5 iy 9 2 didgow pe”, 


Ee. IV. 


Ess AY on MAN. 
And while the Muſe now ſtops, or now aſcends, 37s : 


To Man's low paſfions, or their glorious ends, 
Teach me, like thee, in various nature wiſe, 


To fall with dignity, with temper riſe 3 


Form'd by thy converſe, happily to ſteer - 
From grave to y, from lively to ſevere; 


Come bin, 4 my Friend! my Gatos 
come 4 | 
O Maſter. of 
And while the rack now Roco, and 
now aſc 
D Man's low Paſſion, or their 
glorious Ends, 
2+ The Second, that Pathetic 
Ent buſi aſm, which, at the ſame 
Time, melts and inflames: 
Teach me, like thee, in warious 
| Nature wiſe, 
To fall with Dignity, with Tem- 


riſe, 


sd by thy Converſe, happil ly to 


FR 4 to gay, from lively to 


PORE pe with Spirit, eloquent with 
Eaſe 
Intent to reaſon, or polite to pleaſe. 
„A certain elegant Formation 
and Ordonance of Figures: 

O <hile along the Streamiof Time, 
thy Name | 
Expanded flies, and gathers all 

its Fame, 


Say, ſpall my little Bark attendant 
ail 

ooo, Triumph and partake 
| the Gale? 8 


the Poet and the Song ! 


* A ſplendid Dien: 


Iren Stateſmen, Heroes, Kings i 
their PS . 


Whoſe Nen blu 


thers were thy Foes, 


+ Shall tben this Verſe to fm Axe . 


etend 


bd . 
Thet wert my Guide, Philoſopher, - 


and Friend ? 


That, Ni thee, T curx'd ths 
. —— to Things, from Fan= 


cy to the Heart; 


0 


| 3 | 
. 
0 wa Ka » 
* 1 


at 


For Wit's falſe Mirror beld ug | 


Nature's Light; 


5. And fiftbly,which includes in 
iſa all the reft, a Weight and 


Dignity i in the Compoſition : 


Shew'd erring Pride whatever is, 
it Ricur ; 


That Rxas0N, PassION, anfever | 


one great AIM; 

That true Stir- LOVE and SOCIAL 
are the Sams ; 

That Viktus only makes our BIIss 


bela; 
And a1 our Knowledge ii Oug- 


$ELYE£S ro KNow 2 


H 2 


60 Ess Ax ON Manx. E 
Correct with ſpirit, eloquent with eaſe, 8 
Intent to reaſon, or polite to pleaſe. 

Oh ! while along the ſtream of Time thy name 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame, i 
- Say, ſhall my little bark attendant fail, + os 
Purſue the triumph, and partake the gale ? | 
When ſtateſmen, heroes, kings, in duſt repoſe, 
Whoſe ſons ſhall bluſh their fathers were thy foes, 
Shall then this verſe to future age pretend BG 
Thou wert my guide, philoſopher, and friend! 290 
That urg'd by thee, I rurn'd the tuneful art 

From ſounds to things, from fancy to the heart; 
For Wit's falſe mirror held up Nature's ligt; 
$ew'd erring Pride, WHATEVER 15, IS RIGHT 3 
That Rr ason,Pass10N,anſwer one great aim; 395 
That true Set F-LovEe and SOCIAL are the ſame ; 
That VirTvuE only makes our Bliſs below; : 
And all our Knowledge is, 0URSELVES Tro KNOW. 
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ATHER of Alll in ev'ry Age, 
| In ev'ry Clime ador'd, 
y Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, ; 
Icehovah, Jove, or Lord! 
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64 The Un IVERSAL PRAYER. 

Thou Great Firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood : 
Who all my Senſe confin'd 

To know but this, "that Thou art Good, 


Yet gave me, in this dark Eſtate, 
To ſee the Good from Ill ; | 
And binding Nature faſt in Fate, 

Left free the Human Will. 


hd 4 > „ Bb * . 4. 
What Conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 
This, teach me more than Hell to ſhun, 
| That, more than Heav'n purſue. 


What Bleflings thy free Bounty. gives, 
5 Let me not caſt away; 
Lor God * pay d when Man receives, 
T' enjoy is to obey. 


Vet not to Earth's oontracted Span 
Thy Goodneſs let me bound, 


Or think Thee Lord alone of Man, 
When thouſand Worlds are round : 2 


— 


„ © Unrven4c PAV ER.“ 65 
Let not this — 0 alt 
Preſume Thy Bolts to to throw, © - | 


LY 


On e SEE 


Still in the right to ſtay zj 
n thy (FRACE impart - " ft) 
f . 1 th ; 


$1? 


And deal Damnition round the land, - 


Save me alike from fooliſh Pride, N 
Or impious Diſcontent, | 


| At ought thy Wiſdom has deny'd, oi EM „ 


"Teh me to feel weder, Wot 
| To hide. the fault I fees ,' 
That Mercy Ito others ſhow, 

That Mercy ſhow to me. ro 


Mean tho I am, not wholly ſo, | | 5 « i 2 
5 Since quick ned by thy Breath : 3 
Otr leaf Dei Wiſe. 1 
Thro' tis day's Life or Death. 3 
ney | : 


* 


1 The UxVxASAL PRAY EG. 
„ This day, be Bread and my max | 
4B | 8 All elſe the Sun 1 _—_ 7 7104 7 
IH | Thou know it if heft de . l . 
j And let Thy Will he done.) |... J 

To Thee, whoſe Tenpple is all Space, 


A Lo Whoſe Altar, Eatth, Sea, _ 
DODne Chorus let all Being raiſe! 
All Nature's —— ban 1 
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de e, of - . be 5 * ü 
wender Italorum qui Laie ſeripſerunt. Curk 
. Anonymi Anno 168 5. tongeſta, iterum in laem 
data, una cum alidrum Ita drum Mong: Em 
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